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 November  2025 

November, the calendar continues ever onward, the year is almost spent. It seems a bit hard to 

believe we are sliding into winter already.  Summer flew past; fall is in the rearview mirror already.  

I want to thank everyone who participated in, attended, and helped out at our Fall Harvest Dinner 

and Music review. It was a wonderful event and the food was amazing.  A big thank you to John 

Pruss for the amazing roast beef and all the hours he put in preparing it, as well as all of those 

who brought dishes for the potluck portion, I feel confident in saying no one went home hungry. A 

big thank you to Tiffany for arranging all the musicians, for being and accompanist, and leading 

the choir. I am already looking forward to next year's edition. I don’t know if you realize it or not, 

but Advent begins on November 30
th
 this year, so we are less than 30 days to the start of the 

Christmas season and the beginning of the new church year.  Just a reminder we are putting to-

gether the Christmas care packages for our students who are away from home and this year for 

any military members as well, so if you know anyone from our church family out there please let 

us know so we can include them, we are trying to get all the names together by the 15
th
 of No-

vember. Please let Lynn or me know if you have a name and address.   

Well here we are, at the end of our review of the 10 commandments through the eyes of Luther’s 

Large Catechism.  I think is has been an interesting journey and I know I have learned a few 

things and been refreshed on some others, I hope it has been interesting for you as well. I’m not 

sure what my target message will be for next year, and I am certainly open to suggestions for top-

ics. If there is something that you would like me to dig into please let me know.  

For now then, let’s dig into the Commandments nine and ten.  They are quite similar the direc-

tives in the commandments are the same only the subject of the command is different. One being 

your neighbor’s living things, the other being his material goods.  I found it interesting that in the 

Large Catechism Luther tells us that these two commands, while indeed are to be followed by us 

were exclusively directed to the jews.  He goes on to talk about how jews felt they were keeping 

the commandments precisely when they followed the seventh commandment (Thou Shalt not 

Steal), and didn’t think that coveting a neighbor’s spouse or property, or desiring them in anyway 

was sinful and forbidden. As long as they didn’t outright steal them they were ok.  And that is 

where 9 and 10 come in. People understood the do not steal part, these commandments take it a 

couple of steps further, here in 9 and 10 it is forbidden to entice anything away from your neigh-

bor, even though  in the eyes of the world you could do it honorably, without accusation or blame 

for fraudulent gain, in the eyes of the world it is considered legitimate to make gain for yourself in 

at the expense of others.                  

                                                 (continued  on next page) 



 

 

          (continued from previous page) 

Luther puts it this way: “We hunt for and think up clever tricks and shrewd tactics – better and 

better ones are being devised daily – under the guise of justice. We brazenly dare to boast of it 

and defiantly insist that it should not be called rascality but shrewdness and foresight. In this 

way we are abetted by jurists and lawyers who twist and stretch the law to suit their purpose, 

straining words and using them for pretexts, without regard for equity or for our neighbor’s plight. 

In short, whoever is sharpest and shrewdest in such matters gets most advantage out of the 

law, for as the saying has it, “The law favors the vigilant.””  

It sounds to me like things have only gotten worse since the 1500’s when Dr. Luther wrote this. I 

feel comfortable in saying that we see these things happening in our world today on a far too 

regular basis. Luther then points out who this commandment is aimed at when he states; “This 

last commandment, therefore, is not addressed to those whom the world considers wicked 

rogues, but precisely to the most upright – to people who wish to be commended as hones and 

virtuous because they have not offended against the preceding commandments. “  Luther talks 

briefly how this commandment applies more often to those who are more “well to do” than the 

poor, as the poor when in need usually fall under the seventh commandment because they do 

not have the resources or the opportunity to acquire what then need through deceit and cunning. 

It boils not to this, God doesn’t want us to deprive our neighbors of anything that is theirs, He 

doesn’t want them to suffer loss while we satisfy our greed, even if in the eyes of world what we 

have done appears to be okay in their eyes, and we are only trying to “take care of ourselves.”  

Luther concludes it this way: “This, then, is the common meaning of this commandment. First, 

we are commanded not to desire to harm our neighbors, nor to assist in doing harm nor to give 

occasion for it. Instead, we are gladly to let them have what is theirs and to promote and protect 

whatever may be profitable and serviceable to them, just as we wish others would do for us. “ 

This concludes my series on the 10 commandments, I hope you have enjoyed it and found it 

worth your time. And again, if you have a topic you would like me to tackle next. please let me 

know. Thank you and God Bless and I will write to you all again next month. 

The Lord Bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Pastor Rick 

 

 

Sewing Circle  “Quilt Auction”  in the Narthex.  Four beautiful quilts are displayed 
on  a table in the Narthex.  It will the sizes and current top bid amount.  Money will be 
going toward the roof and elevator.  Auction ends Sunday, November 23rd.   
Sue Spangle 
 
LIFT—Lutherans In Fellowship Together— will be meeting at the church in the 
basement on Saturday, November 15th, for a fun night of games, talking and laugh-
ing.  Bring your own beverages. 



 

 

 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M /T/Th  9-5  Wed. 12-8   Fri. off 

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  M/T/Wed  8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   715-682-6075 
 

Website  www.zionashland.org   E-mail  secretary@zionlutheranashland.com    

PRAYERS for Home-
bound, Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t able 
to attend common wor-
ship that they would 
find comfort knowing 
that the Lord is with 
them.   
 

Arlene Zimmerman       
Violet Basina             
 
PRAYERS FOR  
PROTECTION 
For our full-time troops 
and public servants, for 
travel, missionaries, and 
for peace and protec-
tion for families. 
 

David Wright    
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 

PRAYERS FOR  HEALTH AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, healing, and comfort 
during cancer treatments, for those suffering from addiction, mental ill-
ness and for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family we pray for: 

Dear Lord, "We come to You today with heavy hearts, 
as we lift up those who are in need of prayer. We ask 
that You would bring healing and restoration to their 
body, mind, and spirit" Amen. 

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm 

Sunday School  - 1st .– 7th grade  Sunday 8:45am (Sept.-May) 
Bible Studies  

Sunday 10:15am   Monday 10:00am  (Sept.-May) 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1111—11TH AVE WEST 
ASHLAND, WI  54806 



 

 

The swim-up suite 
I wasn’t allowed to bring my two pet turtles on a flight home 

to Wisconsin, so I drove them from California. We took pho-

tos at destinations like Route 66, Las Vegas and the Grand 

Canyon, and even stopped for turtle sundaes (with toppings 

that evoke Turtles candies: pecans, hot fudge and hot cara-

mel). I set up a plastic kiddie pool in every motel we stayed 

in, filling it with water from the sink so they could splash 

around for a bit. One day, I got pulled over for speeding, 

and the officer said, “You should take your friends’ advice back there and slow down.” —Joan 

Starich, Brookfield, Wisconsin 
 

 

Be Still. God is at Work. : The Exodus Series De-
votion 
by Blake Brockman   June 2025 
In Exodus 14:1-14, we see the Sons of Israel cry out 
when they see the Egyptians. We see Moses’ re-
sponse: “Be still, the Lord will fight for you.” When we 
endure, it starts with sitting with God and trusting in 
His promises – in this promise Moses gives. 

Exodus 14:15-31 finishes the account of the Red 
Sea. We see God tell Moses to tell the Sons of Israel 
to keep moving. He tells Moses to raise his staff and 

stretch out his hand to divide the sea before them. Moses does this, and miraculously the seas part. 
The Sons of Israel cross over the dry land to safety. This might seem totally different than sitting with 
God. It looks like an action move where Moses and the Sons of Israel are doing the work! 

But look closely. Verses 19-20 show us that the angel of God – seen in the pillar of cloud and fire – 
goes behind the Sons of Israel, separating them from the Egyptians. Verse 21 shows us that when 
Moses stretches out his hands God is the one who drives back the sea. Verses 24-25 and verse 27 
shows us that God confuses the Egyptian army and that He sweeps them into the sea. 

God is the one who does all the work for Moses and the Sons of Israel. The Sons of Israel sit back 
and let God work for them – all they have to do is walk through the sea that He parted. 

When we endure, even when we by sitting and trusting in God, we are tempted to think that we are 
doing all the work. But God is the one fighting on our behalf. Yes, He does give us direction and in-
struction – things to do, means to endure with. But God is the one who provides what we need to en-
dure for us. 

Go back and read verse 30. Let it remind you that God, out of His generous love, fights for and saves 
you. Sit with Him. Trust in His promise that He will always fight for His people. 

Prayer  Dear God, remind me when I face struggles, troubles, and adversity that You are always 
fighting for me. Help me slow down, take a deep breath, and sit in Your presence. Give me the 
strength to sit in and cling to Your promise to fight for Your people. In the name of Jesus, who en-
dured all things for me, Amen. by the Becket Fund for Religious Libertyby the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 
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https://www.youthesource.com/author/blake-brockman/


 

 

 

 

THE STARFISH STORY  
An old man walked across the beach until he came across a young boy 

throwing something into the breaking waves. Upon closer inspection, 

the old man could see that the boy was tossing stranded starfish from 

the sandy beach, back into the ocean. 

“What are you doing, young man?” He asked. 

“If the starfish are still on the beach when the sun rises, they will die, ” 

the boy answered. 

“That is ridiculous. There are thousands of miles of beach and millions 

of starfish. It doesn’t matter how many you throw in; you can ’t make a difference.” 

“It matters to this one,” the boy said as he threw another starfish into the waves. “And it mat-

ters to this one.” 



 

 

 

 

OCTOBER LFOJ  NEWSLETTER     
 

Dear parents, guardians, and Zion Members       
 

TOTVILLE NEWS:  Greetings from the 
Infant Room! 
 

We’ve been working on identifying body parts 
and animal sounds.  
 

The older kids are starting to eat at the table, 
learning to empty their plates and asking to 
be excused.  
 

Happy birthday to Adalynn and Gabe! Both 
will be turning one this month 
 

Every day that is 20 degrees or warmer we 
will be going outside (unless it is raining). 
Most days, some of the little ones are nap-
ping, so all the kids don’t go out each day. 
Please have appropriate outside clothing for 
your child. We wish everyone a happy and 
safe Halloween! 
 

Thank you to the Sexton family for the won-
derful apples! 

“The Lord has promised good things” Numbers 10:29 

 

- Denise and Nikki    

TODDLER TIDBITS: We have a class full of 
amazing kids and have had so much fun with our 
Halloween activities in October. 
 
  We are going to be working on more fall and win-
ter crafts and activities. Since winter is coming 
and it’s getting colder out, we’re going to continue 
going outside everyday. Please make sure your 
child has a hat and gloves for school (extra is al-
ways best). Try your best to label them and we will 
try out best to make sure they get returned to their 
cubbies after we come inside.  
 
We’re working on the kids having some independ-
ence which includes taking their cold gear off 
when they come in and putting it in their cubbies 
on their own. This means they may get into the 
wrong bin from time to time. We will try to go 
through their things after lunch and return them to 
the correct cubbies, but we may miss something. 
We have such a wonderful class and we are excit-
ed for November! 
 
- Ms Jane, Ms Lael and Ms Michelle 

COOK’S CORNER 

Fall Protein Oatmeal Bake  

Ingredients: 2 cups old-fashioned oats, 1 and ½ 
cups milk of any kind, ½ cup plain greek yogurt, 2 
ripe bananas or ½ cup unsweetened applesauce, 
2 eggs, 1 tsp baking powder, 1 tsp cinnamon, 1tsp 
vanilla extract, pinch of salt, Optional: 2-3 tbsp 
maple syrup or honey, Optional mix-ins: ½ cup 
blueberries, diced apples, chopped nuts, or dark 
chocolate chips 

Instructions:  

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
In a large bowl, mash bananas and whisk in eggs, 

milk, yogurt, vanilla, and sweetener if using. 
Stir in oats, baking powder, cinnamon, and salt 

until fully combined. 
Fold in any mix-ins. 
Pour mixture into the baking dish and spread 

evenly 
Bake for 35-40 min until the top is golden brown 

and set in the middle. 

LFOJ WISH LIST/
NEEDS 
Monthly: 
Regular paper towel 
and/or Tri Fold paper 
towel         
Toilet Paper 
Fragrance Free Baby 
Wipes 
Kleenex (facial tissue) 
Hand soap 
(unscented,antibacterial) 
Great value brand 
canned fruits in juice 
(not syrup) 
Natural peanut butter 
Parent’s choice gentle 
baby formula (must be 
iron-fortified) 
Ragu spaghetti sauce 
Prego alfredo sauce 
 

All natural ketchup (no 
high fructose corn syr-
up) 
Tomato soup 
Graham crackers 
Vanilla wafers 
Elbow noodles 
Foam Tumbling mats 
Quart Double Ziplock 
bags 
Gallon Double Ziplock 
bags 
Goldfish, Whale, or 
Penguin crackers 
Think Pretzel sticks 



 

 

 

 

JESUS IS CRUCIFIED   (LUKE 23:26-43)  November 23
rd

  "But He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;  the chastisement for  our peace was upon Him, and 
by His stripes we are healed."  ISAIAH 53:5 
 FILL IN THE BLANK: 
 1.   "Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, ______ a Cyrenian, who was 
coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus."  LUKE 
23:26 
 
 TRUE OR FALSE: 
 
 2.    There were also eight others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death.  LUKE 23:32 
 TRUE OR FALSE 
3   "And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the crimi-
nals, one on the right   hand and the other on the left."  LUKE 23:33 
 
FILL IN THE BLANK: 
 4.   "Then Jesus said, 'Father, __________ them, for they do not know what they do' ..."  LUKE 
23:34 
 
 TRUE OR FALSE: 
 5.   "...And they divided His garments and cast lots."  LUKE 23:34    TRUE OR FALSE 
 
 FILL IN THE BLANKS: 
  6.  "And the people stood looking on.  But even the rulers with them _______________, saying, 
'He saved others;  let  Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.' "  LUKE 23:35 
 7. "And the soldiers also ________________ Him, coming and offering Him sour wine, and say-
ing, 'If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.' "  LUKE 23:36-37 
 
 UNDERLINE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 
 8. "Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, 'If You are the Christ,    
_ ___.' "  LUKE 23”40-41 
    a.  Save Yourself and us. 
    b,  Tell them to bring me some sour wine too. 
 
 FILL IN THE BLANKS: 
 9.  "But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, 'Do you not even fear God, seeing you are un-
der  the same condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward for our deeds; 
but  this Man has done _______________ wrong.' "  LUKE 23:40-41 
 10. "Then he said to Jesus, 'Lord, ___________________ me when You come into Your king-
dom.'  And Jesus said to  him, 'Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in 
_______________.' "   LUKE 23:42-43 

That dog’ll hunt 
I was away one Easter and left my husband and our toy poodle, Duke, home alone. My husband 
celebrated by filling plastic Easter eggs with dog treats and hiding them around the house. Duke 
was delighted. When he found one, he would crush the egg with his paw to get the treat inside. A 
tradition was born, and we now hold an outside doggy Easter egg hunt each year in our yard for 
all our pups and grandpups. —Jeanette Sukhu, Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina 
Primped and pawlished 
My chocolate Labrador, Doc, loved an adventure in the woods around my home. Upon return, I’d 

run a vacuum with an upholstery attachment all over him to get the ticks off. To my surprise, he 

loved it—and it worked. He was so relaxed, he’d go into a comfort coma during our “spa session.” 

If he felt he’d been given a shortened treatment, he’d slap me with his paw. —Donna Anderson, 

Sun City Center, Florida 



 

 

 

 


