
 

 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI  SAT 

Elders: May 1
st
  Doug      May 5

th
  Scott       May 8

th
 John P       May 12

th
  John S     

             May 15
th
  Darryl   May 19

th
  Randy    May 22

nd
 Andy      May 26

th
  Doug    

             May 29
th
  Scott    June 2

nd
  Darryl     June 5

th
  John P  

1 
10:30-12:00 
Hospice  6-wk 
Session 
6:30pm  
Worship  
Service 

2 3 4  May Altar Guild 
    Linda Klobucher   Lori Anderson 
 
Regional Hospice Services: 
6-Week Session  May 1, 8, 15  10:30am -
12pm 
Monthly Meeting:  May 15,  June 19, July 
17, August 21  1:00-2:30PM 

5 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
2:00pn  LGP 

6 
 
10:00am  
Bible Study 

7 
 
1:00pm  
Sewing 
Circle 

8 
10:30-12:00 
Hospice  6-wk 
Session 
6:30pm  
Worship  
Service 

9 
 
 
 
The Ascension of 
Our Lord  

10 11 

12 Mother’s       
         Day 
8:45 Sunday 
School 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
 

13 
 
10:00am  
Bible Study 
 
. 

14 15 
10:30-12:00 
Hospice  6-wk 
Session 
Hospice   
1:00-2:30pm 
Monthly Mtg.  
6:30pm  
Worship  
Service 

16 
 
9:00am 
Winkel 
 

17 18 

19   Pentecost OST  
8:45 Sunday 
School 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
2:00pm LGP 

20 
 
 
5:30pm  
Council Mtg 

21 
 
 

22 
 
 
6:30pm  
Worship  
Service 

23 24 25 

26 The Holy Trinity   
9:00am Worship 
Service 
2:00pm LGP 

27 
 
Offices  
Closed 

28 29 
 
6:30pm  
Worship  
Service 

30 31  

Pastor at Conference 

The Mountain Top  

Messenger 
MAY   2024 

Well,  I am looking for the May flowers. Been kind of an interesting spring, 70° one day, 30° the next, 

here is hoping May becomes more stable. I am guessing what I am about to say goes along with 

that idea.  I had a discussion the  other day about contentment with someone.  I often consider my-

self to be a fairly content person, or I am at least far more content than I used to be. I do feel that 

contentment seems to become a little easier as you get older.  When I was younger I had a lot of 

grand ideas and desires, and now that I have gotten older I have come to the realization that some 

of those things I was looking for or looking at, were things that really weren’t important or essential to 

my life.  Now I am not saying that I don’t look at some things yet today and say boy I would like to 

have that, or boy that would be fun. But now it is more in passing as opposed to becoming a want.   

As I looked at the scriptural basis for contentment, I saw one reference to contentment by Jesus:  

Luke 3:14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to 

them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and 

be content with your wages.”   

Jesus was telling the soldier to be happy with what he had, it wasn’t uncommon for soldiers of the 

day to threaten people to extort money for themselves, kind of like the bully at school after your 

lunch money.  Most of the rest of the references come from Paul, with one from Hebrews and one 

for 3 John. Perhaps the two that I relate to the most are Paul’s comment in  

Philippians 4:11: Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned 

in whatever situation I am to be content.   

Paul adds to this that he knows what it is like to have plenty, and he knows what it like to have noth-

ing, and whether he is living in abundance or poverty, it really doesn’t matter because it is all really 

about Christ. And regardless of where his fortunes lay, God will take care of him. The author of He-

brews puts it this way in  

Hebrews 13:5; Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with 

what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  

That’s quite a challenge in this world today, a world that revolves around money and materialism, 

the gods of this world. I challenge you to watch 30 minutes of TV, spend 30 minutes on the internet, 

or even listen to the radio, read a newspaper (if you can find one). And not be blasted by deluge of 

items that you need to buy, that you can’t possibly live without, and see a myriad of ways to try and 

make you more wealthy. I also challenge you to come back to me with a single ad that tells you, that 

you should be content with what you have. I don’t believe it can be done, no one is going to pay for 

an ad unless they can profit. So this raises the question, how!!  How can we be content in a world 

that is totally against our contentment? Well, perhaps we need to listen to Paul again, this time in his 

writing to the Corinthians, 2 Corinthians 12. In chapter 12 Paul is speaking to God about the thorn in 

his flesh, Paul asked the Lord three times to take his thorn away, (we do not know what the thorn 

was, but it is believed to be a physical ailment of some kind, perhaps epilepsy) But the Lord says the 

following to Paul;                                                                                           (continued on the next page) 



 

 

 
9 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 

For the 

sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

When we are confronted and assaulted by the gods of this world we to need to be content in Christ. 

We can say no to all of the things the world is trying to convince us that we need, must have, can’t 

live without. We can be content with the blessings the Lord has given us in the things that we do 

have. Is it ok to buy something new? Want something new to improve our lives? Sure, as long as 

we are not doing it out of greed, covetousness, or worldly desire. It’s ok as long as you live within 

your means. Remember sometimes we may experience weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecu-

tions, and calamities. Because as Paul says; “For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  Trust me 

when I say contentment brings happiness. 

Remember New Member Brunch – May 19, 2024 Following Worship at 10:30 

Church Picnic – Prentice Park, August 4, 2024 10:00 AM 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you, 

the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In His Service, Pastor Rick  

 

 

PERSONAL CARE KITS SOME IMPORTANT GUIDELINES TO REMEMBER  

Be sure to shop for light- or medium-weight towels, which are easier for Kit recipients to hand wash 
and air dry, take up less storage space and are considerably less expensive than the fluffier towels 
we may prefer to use. • Bath towels vary in size. The 52” X 27” size listed in the guidelines is the 
maximum size. 20” x 40” is a good guideline for a minimum size.  

• Please give new items only.  

• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, mes-
sages or your group’s name.  

• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, 
patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces, 
including camouflage.  

• Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.  

• All items should be new and in good condition.  

• Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.  

Active volcano in Antarctica spews tiny crystals of gold worth $6,000 a day 

It sounds like a dream, but it's true in Antarctica, gold rains from the sky. Tucked in among the glaciers, 

fiery Mount Erebus is the southernmost active volcano on Earth, providing a bit of heat amid the frozen 

landscape.  

The volcano regularly pumps out plumes of gas and steam and has been known to eject boulders 

of partially molten rock known as "volcanic bombs." 

While volcanic bombs are exciting, it's the bursts of gas spraying tiny crystals of metallic gold that 

surprise scientists, who estimate the volcano spews around 80 grams of gold a day -- that's worth 

around $6,000. 

The gold has been found hundreds of miles away from Mount Erebus. Antarctic researchers have 

detected traces of the gold dust in ambient air up to 621 miles away from the volcano.  

https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1029/91GL01928
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1029/91GL01928


 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M /T/Th 9-5  Wed. 12-8  Fri. off 

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  M/W/Th  8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   JoAnn Martiknois 715-682-6075 
 

Website  www.zionashland.org   E-mail  secretary@zionlutheranashland.com    

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  live streamed 
Wednesday Service 6:30pm church service  

Sunday School  - 1st - 7th grade   
Bible Studies— Sundays 10:15am  Mondays 10:00am  

ZION LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

Please let us know if there are any names 
that can be removed from the list. 

PRAYERS for Home-
bound, Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
 
Those who aren’t able 
to attend common wor-
ship that they would 
find comfort knowing 
that the Lord is with 
them.   
 

Ingrid Pocernich  
Arlene Zimmerman       
Violet Basina             
 
PRAYERS FOR  
PROTECTION 
 
For our full-time troops 
and public servants, for 
travel, missionaries, and 
for peace and protec-
tion for families. 
 

David Wright    
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 

PRAYERS FOR  HEALTH AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, healing, and comfort 
during cancer treatments, for those suffering from addiction, mental ill-
ness and for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family we pray for: 

Brad Prill  
Vi Basina  
James Fletcher  
Sheryl Hildebrandt 
Harold Larson 
Diane Beiersdorff 
Linda Stenroos  
Steve Key 
Tim Erickson 
Patty Hmielewski 
Jean Wickman 
Janet Houle 
Pam Ekholm 
Colleen Pool  

Riley Bretting 
Mike Trimble 
Jamie Klema 
Mike Ariens 
Karen Piff 
Molly Colgrove  
Linda Parrish 
Cory Nyara 
Chuck Sandor 
John Belany 
Carl Kubley 
Andrea Gunderson 
Carolyn Bucky  
Chuck  Cynthia 
and those in our hearts  

Dear Lord, Teach me, O Father, to be a fearless advocate for the suffering, 
the oppressed, and the forgotten. Empower me with the courage to stand 
against injustice and share the boundless love You have bestowed upon 
me.  In Jesus’ name. We pray.  Amern. 

Dear Lord, As we lift our friends, family, and strangers in prayer, we ask for Your infinite wisdom to 
guide their paths. Provide the support they require, both spiritually and physically, to overcome the 
challenges they face.  In Jesus ‘ name, we pray.  Amen. 



 

 

New  
Member 
Brunch 

Sunday, May 19
th

 
10:15am social and prayer 

10:30am brunch    

Church will provide for the scrambled 
eggs, bacon, sausage links, yogurt.   
A sign-up sheet is on the small table in 
the Narthex for other needed items. 

ROOF PROJECT 

At the Annual Meeting held February 

18, 2024, Head Trustee, Nick Jarvela 

reported that Zion has hired KulpRoof 

from Stratford, WI to do the repairs to 

the Church roof and secured a loan of 

$65,000.00 from Lutheran Church Ex-

tension Fund to pay for the work.  A 

motion was made and passed to 

begin a campaign to help in repayment of that loan. All monies collected would be 

put on the principal with hopes of quicker repayment and lower interest costs.  A box 

has been placed in the Narthex and the chart will reflect the amount of the dona-

tions.  Work on the roof will be done this summer.  

 


