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Pastor Conference—- - - - - - - 

 

As the weather finally appears to be changing, as I prepare for my mother’s funeral, 

as I look at life in general, I wonder how those who do not have faith in God and be-

lieve in salvation through Jesus Christ make it from day to day. The world seems to be 

struggling with an identity crisis. Everyone is looking for answers, but unfortunately 

most of them are looking in the wrong places.  

 

The world, Satan, is trying to convince us that the answers can be found within our-

selves. We, if we try hard enough can be good enough to save ourselves. I am of the 

belief and understanding that I couldn’t save myself from being in a paper bag. What 

in the world can I do to save myself from sin, death, and condemnation? Can I help 

feed the hungry? Shelter the homeless? Give my money to the poor? Why yes, in-

deed I can do all of those things, but even if I give every ounce of food to the home-

less, every covered space I have to the unsheltered, and every penny I have to the 

poor, I can never do enough to make up for my sin.  I can never do enough to earn my 

way to salvation.  

 

So then you might ask, well if that’s the case then why even try? We try, we do the 

best we can, why? Because we have been saved! Because of our belief in God the 

Father and our faith in His Son our Savior, we do the best we can. By doing the best 

we can show others what that faith looks like. We don’t have to try and conform to all 

of the crazy ideas that the world puts before us.  

 

We live by the two simple commandments that the Lord has given us. Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind and love your neighbor as 

yourself. By loving our neighbor we share the love the Father has for us. By loving our 

neighbor we know that the Lord watches over us and helps us. We do it not as a work 

but out of gratitude for what has been given to us. We have received the gift for free 

and we must in turn share the gift with those who don’t have it and also help strength-

en those who share the gift with us.  We have been blessed and in turn should bless 

others with our blessings. For through our faith in Jesus Christ we have hope, that 

sure and certain hope of life everlasting.  
                                                                                                                                                        (cont. on the next page) 
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So as things change, as friends and family are called home in the faith, I am remind-

ed again of one of my favorite scripture passages. I know I have quoted it before in 

other newsletters, but just as scripture repeats things that are important, so I repeat 

this passage again:   
13 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about 

those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of man-

kind, who have no hope. 
14 

For we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 

fallen asleep in him. 
15 

According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we 

who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly 

not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 

For the Lord himself will 

come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will 

rise first. 
17 

After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we 

will be with the Lord forever. 
18 

Therefore encourage one another with 

these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.) 

 

I don’t want you to be uninformed, we will not grieve like those who have no hope, 

and for now we have been left until the coming of the Lord. However,   
25 

I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the 

earth.  
26 

And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 
27 

I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my 

heart yearns within me! (Job 19:25-27) 

 

I pray you have a blessed May, enjoy spring, and enjoy the newness of life.  

And now; May the Lord Bless you and keep you, may the Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give 

you peace. 

Pastor Rick 

 

 

Bitter-Sweet It’s that time of the 
year when we can start mowing 
lawns.  For some it’s an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the outdoors.  For 
others, especially with allergies 
not so much fun. One huge plus 
is that it isn’t shoveling snow.  
We saw plenty of that this year.  
There will be a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex on the small bulletin 
board by the entrance.  The 
church has the equipment to do 
the work.  Speak with any of the 
Trustees for further information.  



 

 

 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -    

715-209-0479     

 

Office Hours:   

M/TH 9:00-5:00   T off     

W 12:00-8:00  F 9:00-12:00 

Please call ahead if you need 

to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  

715-682-6075   

Office Hours  M-W 8:30-2:30 
Days and times may change 

upon need of work. 
 

Church President:   

John Pruss  715-292-4825   
 

Head Elder:   

 Darryl Warren 715-492-0488 
 

 

Website  

www.zionashland.org    

 

E-mail  
 secretary@zionlutheranashland.com    
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  

Care Center:  715-682-5185 

 

LFOJ Administrator:    

715-682-6075 

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm 
Sunday School  (September - May) 

Bible Studies  
Sunday 10:15am   Monday 10:00am  1st/3rd Thursday 6:30pm Women’s Group 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1111—11TH AVE WEST 
ASHLAND, WI  54806 

Prayer For Health and Healing 

Almighty God, you are the only source of health and healing. In 
You, there is calm and the only true peace in the universe. Grant 
to each of us an awareness of your presence, and give us per-
fect confidence in you. In all pain and weariness and anxiety, 
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Join our Service Team  
Years back when there were lots of buffets, did you 
ever eat at one and too many of the bowls were emp-
ty?  Then you looked for the people who should be 
refilling the empty dishes, only to find out there is only 
one person doing it, while there should be three or 
more.   
 

A few years back, Zion had a wonderful kitchen com-
mittee that prepared food and served for funerals and 
other occasions.  The number of these volunteer la-
dies started to dwindle without new ones coming 
aboard.  They had to make the disheartening decision 
to end this service.   
 

We are bringing back this team of helpful people with fewer expectations.  We have 
been having a few funerals lately and our member’s family would like a luncheon to 
be served. The family knows they need to have the meal catered. That is a big part of 
the luncheon that Zion doesn’t have to deal with now. One other item lacking is that 
the caterers don’t always have people to help serve the food.  So, who does it?  The 
family?   No, because members of Zion want to help out so the family doesn’t have 
worry about that.  Right? Right!   
 

What does this entail?  
 3-5 people to arrive about one hour before the luncheon would start, 
Check the food tables that all condiments, utensils, etc. are provided. 
Refill food items when needed. 
Clear the items, pack up leftovers for the family 
Wipe down tables 
Caterers will be responsible for bringing and picking up their serving containers, food,  
etc. 
Interested?  GREAT!  Send a reply to this email with your name, phone # and email 
address to the church or drop of the info in the church office.  Someone will be in 
touch with you.     
Questions?    Call the office, 715-682-6075 or speak with Jule Jarvela 
Thank you. 

 

 

(Cont. from previous page) 
Those words hit me like a thunderbolt from heaven. For the first time in my life I realized from the 
combination of the words from that song and the fire of the Holy Spirit coursing through my body 
that I had been trying to know God merely on an intellectual basis and that by definition, I could 
never hope to know the depth of the mind of my Creator. I had not realized the role of FAITH and 
TRUST in a good God, thinking that belief was some kind of intellectual activity and accomplish-
ment of getting all the facts straight. That challenge of experiencing the certain hope of God’s prom-
ises BY FAITH sparked a question in my head, “What if I really DO believe?” and from there, over 
days and months, that tiny spark of faith grew and became an avalanche of conviction by the power 
and grace of God not only in Jesus, but in the trustworthiness of the Bible in all its parts. 
 
It was such a pivotal event, I’ve likened it to Paul’s Damascus road experience or Luther’s experi-
ence in a lightning storm and His own thunderbolt experience reading in Romans that “the just per-
son lives BY FAITH.” I think some of us are just more stubborn, not more special, and that God lit-
erally has to shake us up and put us on fire in order to get through to us. And of course, I invited 
Conley to my service of ordination who once again graced me with his presence!   

What a Bird!  
For her birthday, Mrs. S. received a handsome yellow and green 
parrot, and she was delighted. She spent the better part of several 
weeks trying to teach the bird a few phrases, but all she could get it 
to say was, "Who is it?" One day the faucet in her bathroom devel-
oped a bad leak. She phoned a plumber who informed her that he 
would be there shortly. Being a hospitable person, Mrs. S. thought 
that she should have something to serve the man when he came. 
Coffee perhaps? But when she checked her pantry, she discovered 
that she was out of coffee. "I'll just be gone a moment," she said as 
she put on her coat and left to go to the supermarket. 
 

But in the meantime the plumber came and rang the bell. The parrot answered the ring: "Who 
is it?" and the workman answered, "It's the plumber." Again the parrot said, "Who is it?", and 
the plumber raised his voice a bit, "It's the plumber." The only response from inside the house 
was the parrot's repeated "Who is it?" The plumber was getting frustrated: "IT'S THE PLUMB-
ER!", he shouted, but again he heard the maddening question: "Who is it?" Now he was real-
ly in a frenzy, screaming, "IT'S THE PLUMBER!!!" 
And the poor man had a heart attack and died. A few minutes later Mrs. S. came home and 
gasped when she saw the dead man sprawled on her stoop. "Oh dear," she cried, "Who is 
it?" To which the bird replied, "It's the plumber."  

Happy Mother’s Day 



 

 

Faith Struggle, a Synopsis of a Journey  
by Rev. Michael Zehnder, Music Director, Ascension Lutheran Church, Littleton, CO 
 
As a young child I was a strong believer in God and in Jesus Christ, my Savior. I was 
confirmed in the eighth grade and learned my catechism well, believing the more I un-
derstood intellectually, the better a Christian I was. I had no doubts. But doubts started 
in early high school when I was taught evolutionary theory as the answer to the exist-
ence of the universe and was told that the world was not created in six days as stated 
in the first chapters of Genesis. My instructors said that the universe began with a 
massive explosion called the Big Bang at least 13 billion years ago and that man 
evolved over time from lower life forms all directed by “mother nature.” 
 
Considering myself an intellectual I began to view the Bible as a collection of myths 
and contradictions and thought it my job to sort out what was real and what was made 
up. At age 14 I took a list of what I saw as contradictions in the Bible to my father who 
was also my pastor. The timing was bad as he was trying to watch a game on the TV 
and after about just 10 minutes he said in frustration, “You don’t believe? Well, you 
better just START believing!” as he pounded the table. That unhelpful advice really 
just sent me into a tailspin of doubt which increased each year until I found myself en-
rolled in a Christian college of my parents’ choice at age 17. 
 
I was the only unbeliever at St John’s College in Winfield, KS and was very vocal 
about it. The other students sort of took me on as their missionary project and I was in 
daily discussions with earnest faith-filled students whom I considered brainwashed 
and duped into believing by well-meaning parents and mentors. 
 
One day I was having a discussion with a strong believer named Conley on a side-
walk in front of Baden Hall. He said to me, “Michael, you say you don’t believe but I’ve 
never met anyone who talks more about God than you.” I responded, “that’s because 
all of you are all so brainwashed and I’m trying to help you see that you are wasting 
your lives by believing these myths when you could be free-thinkers and having a 
good time.” He said, “I don’t think so. I believe that the Holy Spirit has one foot in the 
door of your heart and He’s trying like crazy to get in the rest of the way.” 
 
I immediately shook my head and responded with “No” but as I did so I felt something 
start at the top of my head that was similar to the feeling of the tingling of a foot when 
it falls asleep. I felt this strange sensation begin to grow throughout my scalp. It be-
came much bigger and moved down through my shoulders and quickly through my 
entire body. Even my legs and feet were tingling. It felt like I was on fire and I couldn’t 
speak anymore, so I ran quickly away thinking I was having a medical emergency. As 
I did, I passed the chapel on campus where the students were singing “He’s every-
thing to me.” They had just come to the line which states, “Till BY FAITH I met him 
face to face, and I felt the wonder of His grace, then I knew that He was more than 
just a God a way up there, who really didn’t care and now He walks beside me day by 
day helping me to find the narrow way…” 

(Cont, on next page) 

 

 

Ascension  
Thursday  

May 18, 2023 

May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you 
May you be confident knowing you are a child of God. 
Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and 
love. 
It is there for each and every one of us.  

Worship Service  
Wednesday, May 17th 6:30pm 



 

 

This little girl redefined what it means to be a millenni-
al. For the first time in over 6,000 years, a wild Europe-
an bison (or wisent) was born in England. The species 
was hunted to near extinction by World War I, surviv-
ing only in zoos. The Kent team, like those around the 
continent, are reintroducing these woodland bison as 
“ecosystem engineers” that benefit everything in their 
habit. But bison can hide pregnancies to protect them 
from predators, and one of the introduced females was 
carrying a surprise. The birth of the female calf in Sep-
tember was a cherry on top of the re-emerging bison 
success.  

Greenback Cutthroat Trout  

European Bison 

Colorado’s state trout are back mak-
ing babies in their native rivers. In 
September, scientists announced that 
the species, once considered utterly 
extinct in the 1930s, was not only 
breeding but doing so on its own. 

The stony terrain of this high-Andean plateau be-
comes a wonderfully weird carpet of pink and pur-
ple blossoms every five to seven years. Over 200 
species of flowers unpredictably pop up in the dri-
est place on earth when the conditions are just 
right, and scientists study the phenomenon to 
learn about survival in drought. This year, when 
Atacama had an even rarer winter bloom, the new 
Chilean president immediately moved to protect 
the region with national park status.  

Flowering Desert 

It’s been a dramatic turn for the greenback, thought to be back in the 1950s, only for scientists to 
determine the fish were a similar subspecies, but not the greenback cutthroats. But in 2012, natu-
ralists found the world’s only purebred greenback trout hover in Bear Creek. Aquatic biologists 
carefully managed this discovery, and after years in the hatchery and reintroduction to the rivers, 
these trout are holding their own. 

                     Spawning Coral 
Coral is popping up everywhere, and even out of sea-
son. For the first time, scientists in Australia have 
spawned coral in captivity during the off-season, repli-
cating the summer moon, tides, and temperatures 
ideal for creation in a laboratory to then plant on the 
reefs. Typically, coral only spawns twice between Oc-
tober and December, and this winter success creates 
hope that they can regenerate and restore the Great 
Barrier Reef faster. The UNESCO heritage-listed reef 
is also battling back without lab support. Northern and 
central stretches of the 1429-mile-long reef showed 
the largest coral cover in the last 36 years.  

Miracles serve as a reminder of the Lord’s presence and care for His people. Through the miracles that 
occur in our lives, we are reminded that God is still with us and working for our good. Whether it is heal-
ing from an illness, a chance encounter that changes the course of our lives, a moment of profound spir-

itual insight, or a reappearance of nature, miracles can be a powerful source of faith and hope. 

 

 

Looking Back on Life  
By Martin Luther (Faith Alone - 365 Devotional Readings)  

 

A person may plan his own journey, but the Lord directs his steps. Proverbs 16:9 
 

No one sees the hand of God working in his life more clearly than when he reflects back on 
the years of his life. Augustine said that if a person had a choice of either dying or reliving his 
life over again, he would certainly choose death because of all the danger and evil he so nar-
rowly escaped. In one sense, this statement is certainly true. 
 

Looking back, a person can see how much he has accomplished and suffered without trying 
or thinking about it, even against his wishes and will. He gave such little thought to what he 
was doing before it occurred or when it was happening. Now, after everything has been car-
ried out, he is amazed and says, "Why did these things happen to me when I never thought 
about them or thought something completely different would happen. So Proverbs 16:9 is 
true, "A person may plan his own journey, but the Lord directs his steps," even against his 
plan and will. So we must agree that our own cleverness and foresight don't guide our life and 
actions. Instead, God's wonderful power, wisdom, and goodness guide us. Only when we look 
back do we fully recognize how often God was with us when we neither saw his hand nor felt 
his presence at the time it was happening. Accordingly, Peter said, "He cares for you" (1 Pe-
ter 5:7). 
 

Even if there were no books or sermons to tell us about God, simply looking back on our own 
lives would prove that he tenderly carries us in his arms. When we look back on how God had 
led and brought us through so much evil, adversity, and danger, we can clearly see the ever-
present goodness of God, which is far above our thoughts, mind, and perceptions.  

2023 SUMMER VBS 
 

August 7th - 11th  
 

9:00am - 3:00pm 
We’re hoping to offer VBS at 
the end of summer. Camp Luther 
is no longer doing Church On-
site VBS.  We have some great 
choices of what the theme will 
be for this summer.   We will 
have a “leaders’ guide” for each 
section of the day, which  
includes: 

Opening        Bible Adventures        Imagination Station       Lunch/Snack        
Games         Crafts         Closing 
Will you help us make this a reality?  We need volunteers to take on some of 
these duties.  You could choose to work 9-12 or 12-3, all day, every day, 3-5 days. 
We hope to fill each day with loads of fun and learning about Jesus.  We have one 
volunteer so far, and she is taking a week’s vacation to help out.  Check out your 
summer calendar and see if you could be one of these super volunteers helping us 
have a successful summer VBS for the kids.  Once you know that you are availa-
ble, let the office know so we can add you to the list. 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilderblean
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/news/2022/october/first-wild-european-bison-born-in-the-uk-for-thousands-of-years.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/news/2022/october/first-wild-european-bison-born-in-the-uk-for-thousands-of-years.html
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https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/10/08/chiles-newest-national-park-is-a-blossoming-natural-phenomenon
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/10/08/chiles-newest-national-park-is-a-blossoming-natural-phenomenon
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/scientists-breeding-corals-for-the-great-barrier-reef-achieved-first-ever-out-of-season-spawning-event/
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/scientists-breeding-corals-for-the-great-barrier-reef-achieved-first-ever-out-of-season-spawning-event/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/08/04/australias-great-barrier-reef-shows-best-signs-of-coral-recovery-in-36-years
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/08/04/australias-great-barrier-reef-shows-best-signs-of-coral-recovery-in-36-years

