
 

 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI  SAT 

1  

2 
8:45am Sunday 
School 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
2:00pm LGP 

3 
 
10:00am  
Bible Study 
 
Dartball   

4 5 
 
 
6:00pm  
Worship  
Service 
 

6 7 8 

9 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
 

10 
10:00am  
Bible Study 
5:00pm 
Evangelism 
Mtg. 
6:00pm Altar 
Guild Mg. 
Dartball 
7:00pm  
Tournaments 

11 
 
1:00pm  
Sewing Circle 

12 
 
 
5:00pm Soup & 
Sandwich 

 
6:00pm  
Worship  
Service 

13 
 
P9:30am 
LFOJ Chapel 

14 15 

16 
8:45am Sunday 
School 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
9:30am  
Confirmation 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
2:00pm LGP 
 

17 
10:00am  
Bible Study 

 
5:30pm  
Council Mtg 
 
Dartball 
7:00pm.  
Tournaments 
 

18 
 
 

19 
1:00pm  
Hospice Group-
Gathering 
 
5:00pm Soup & 
Sandwich 
6:00pm  
Worship  
Service 

20 
 
9:00am  
Winkel  

21 
 
 

22 

23 
9:00am Worship 
Service 
10:15am Bible 
Study 
2:00pm  Mellen 

24 
 
10:00am  
Bible Study 
 

25 
 
1:00pm  
Sewing Circle 

26 
 
 
6:00pm  
Worship  
Service 

27 
 
1:30pm   
Northern 
Lights 

28 
 
6:00pm 
LIFT  
Fellowship 
Night 

 

March Altar Guild 
Becky Sapper 715-682-8867 
Paula Pruss 715-292-1898 

Elders:  March  9  Scott      12  JohnS      16  Doug                

19  Darryl          23  JohnP    26  Andy         30  JohnS   

April                  2  Doug         6  Scott          9  JohnS        

13  Andy           17  Doug       18 Darryl                               

20    7am Darryl     9am  Scott  & Doug                                              

23  JohnP         27  Andy       30  Randy 

The Mountain Top  

Messenger 
 March  2025 

Well here we are March already, it has been a crazy first few days of the month as you can tell be-

cause I was late getting this to Lynn and I slowed down the whole newsletter process, sorry about 

that.  And then with Lent starting, the snow storm on Ash Wednesday and the cancelling of the first 

soup and sandwich it just keeps adding up.  

So as promised in my last two newsletter covers I am going to dive into the first Commandment to-

day.  It is a familiar one, it is a big one, perhaps the Big one. Numero Uno.  

“ You are to have no other gods.”   

Or in other words we are to recognize, regard, believe in, worship, only the God.  Our God, Yahweh, 

God Almighty, is and should be the only God we regard.  In his large catechism Dr. Luther askes the 

following question; “What does “to have a god” mean, or what is God?” 

Answer: “A “god” is the term for that to which we are to look for all good and in which we are to find 

refuge in all need.”  

We can then say to have a god is nothing other than to trust and believe in that one with your whole 

Heart. Dr. Luther says, “it is the trust and faith of the heart alone that make both God and idol. If your 

faith and trust are right, then your God is the true one. Conversely, where your trust is false and 

wrong, there you do not have the true God.” He continues; “For these two belong together, faith and 

God. Anything on which your heart relies and depends, I say, that is really your God.” 

That last statement is the one we are going to spend a little time on, for I believe it is a statement to 

which we can all relate to one degree or another.  As we examine that statement let us think about 

what people of today let their hearts rely and depend on.  I believe the list could almost be unending 

but for the sake of discussion let’s stick to the big ones that pop into our minds. First and foremost, 

on the list would be what? Money? It’s an easy choice, the world tries to tell us that if we have 

enough money everything will be fine, we will be happy. And as long as we have enough money life 

will be great, we will be popular, we can have everything that we could want, we will be content. Just 

a side question for you, have you ever met anyone who told you they had enough money? That they 

didn’t need any more, that wanted you to perhaps take care of their extra money? One of the other 

things that comes with or after money is stuff, personal possessions, property, things. He with the 

most toys wins! And not only do we need stuff, but we need more, bigger, better, faster, you name it  

                                                                                                                                                       (Continued on next page) 



 

 

 
 

Continued from previous page 

we need it, or at least the 

world tells us we do. If that 

wasn’t the case we would still 

be using IPhone 1’s. Now we 

might think that this is some-

thing that plagues people of 

our age, this age of plenty, of 

instant gratification, the age of 

lighting communications and 

short attention spans. But alas, 

this is an issue with sinful man, 

sinful from the fall of Adam and not just something that has come about in the twentieth and twenty 

first century.  The following was written by Dr. Luther in 1529: 

“There are some who think that they have God and everything they need when they have money 

and property; they trust in them and boast in them so stubbornly and securely that they care for no 

one else. They too, have a god -mammon by name, that is money and property – on which they set 

their whole heart. This is the most common idol on earth. Those who have money and property feel 

secure, happy, and fearless, as if they were sitting in the midst of paradise. On the other hand, 

those who have nothing doubt and despair as if they knew of no god at all. We will find very few who 

are cheerful, who do not fret and complain, if they do not have mammon. This desire for wealth 

clings and sticks to our nature all the way to the grave.”  

It is easy to fall into the trap of this false God, Satan is always at work finding ways to lure us away 

from the one true God and to follow all those false gods out there.  Following the one true God can 

only be accomplished through faith. That faith includes trusting that God will provide for all our 

needs of body and soul. We must remember there is nothing wrong with having money or property 

or possessions, where we go wrong is when those things become our desire. When instead of 

thanking God for all that he has blessed us with we simply want more and walk away from God to 

seek those other gods. We must trust the Lord, He will provide. Dr. Luther closes off this first com-

mandment lesion this way: “if the heart is right with God and we keep this commandment, all the 

rest will follow on their own.:  Keep a right heart with God, allow Him to work within you.” 

Until next month, when we look at the second commandment. 

The Lord Bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Pastor Rick 

 

 

 

LIFT—Lutherans in Fellowship Together 

February gathering was filled with fun, fvellowship, snacks, and much more!  13 of us 

played Trivia and later Swoop (a new card game.)  Our next get together will be 

March 28th, Friday, 6:00pm.  Please bring a snack and verage.  Come and join us for 

a fun evening! 



 

 

Millie waits for her  
companion, Edward,  to 
catch up with her on their  
hike.. 

Romans 8:25 

But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 

Proverbs 15:18 

A hot-tempered person stirs 
up conflict, but the one who 
is patient calms a quarrel.  

 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M /T/Th  9-5  Wed. 12-8   Fri. off 

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  M/T/Wed  8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   JoAnn  Martkonis 715-682-6075 
 

Website  www.zionashland.org   E-mail  secretary@zionlutheranashland.com    

PRAYERS for Home-
bound, Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t able 
to attend common wor-
ship that they would 
find comfort knowing 
that the Lord is with 
them.   
 

Ingrid Pocernich  
Arlene Zimmerman       
Violet Basina             
 
PRAYERS FOR  
PROTECTION 
For our full-time troops 
and public servants, for 
travel, missionaries, and 
for peace and protec-
tion for families. 
 

David Wright    
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 

PRAYERS FOR  HEALTH AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, healing, and comfort 
during cancer treatments, for those suffering from addiction, mental ill-
ness and for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family we pray for: 

 Brad Prill                     Vi Basina                    
 James Fletcher           Harold Larson        
 Linda Stenroos           Steve Key     
 Tim Erickson               Patty Hmielewski        
 Jean Wickman            Pam Ekholm               
 Nick Frisco        Tom Anderson   
 Riley Bretting         Mike Trimble                
 Jamie Klema               Karen Piff                      
  Molly Colgrove            Linda Parrish              
 Chuck Sandor             Carl Kubley                  

Mary Dahl      Sheryl Hildebrandt        Dwayne Lynch        Sandy Bosma                                        
Don Pocernich   Ingrid Pocernich        Bill Swartz              Larry 
Hildibrandt      Sandy Lind     Karen      Wayne     Casey     Chuck                         
and those in our hearts      
Immanuel, Mellen and Trinity, Berglund Congregations while they seek  
a new Pastor. 

Dear Lord,  

Life can be overwhelming at times, and we humbly ask for your divine 

strength for our loved ones. Strengthen their resolve, fortify their spir-

its, and help them overcome any challenges they face. Grant them the 

courage to persevere in the face of adversity, for we know that 

through you, they can find the strength they need. Thank you for being 

their unwavering source of strength.  Amen. 

 

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm 

Sunday School  - 1st .– 7th grade  Sunday 8:45am (Sept.-May) 
Bible Studies  

Sunday 10:15am   Monday 10:00am  (Sept.-May) 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1111—11TH AVE WEST 
ASHLAND, WI  54806 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-25.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/proverbs/15-18.html


 

 

All are from the dust, and to dust all return.  —
Ecclesiastes 3:20 (ESV) 

This morning my husband and I drove through 
our old town, past our old house that I’d loved 
and nurtured for almost a decade. We inched 
forward slowly, but not slowly enough, to catch 
up to all the memories. 

Then we passed the local grocery store, where 
I shopped every day for years. I loved the man 
who worked there stocking shelves. Brian always greeted me with a heartfelt “Hello there!” as if he 
hadn’t seen me in months. I learned from a friend he’d had a car accident in high school. He spent 
a long time in a coma and was lucky to be alive. And though he’d made a miraculous recovery, he 
never fully regained all of his abilities. 

Once I had an awful day at work. I was exhausted and starving as I snaked through the aisles, 
picking up something for dinner. When I reached for a jar of spaghetti sauce, I lost my grip and it 
shattered on the shiny linoleum floor. Looking at the mess, I broke down and cried. 

Brian ran over. “It’s okay. accidents happen.” 

I noticed his forehead had a smudge of something as he got a mop. “Rough day,” I sighed. 
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The inspiration for the theme is drawn from Concordia Commentary Isaiah 40–
55 by Dr. R. Reed Lessing. Although Isaiah pulsates with richness and depth, 
chapters 40–55 contains some of the best-known, most-cherished, and theologi-
cally significant texts in the Bible. These chapters teach an orientation to the Lord 
and the world that Jesus endorsed, sharpened, and laid as the foundation for the 
Christian Church.  

 

 

https://www.cph.org/p-7388-isaiah-40-55-concordia-commentary.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-7388-isaiah-40-55-concordia-commentary.aspx


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

My nagging wife died suddenly on a trip to Jerusalem. Funeral director, "Sir, it would 

cost about $45,000 if we send her home back to the states or $500 if we bury her here 

in Jerusalem." 

Me: "Ship her home." 

Funeral director: "But sir, why don't you bury her here in the Holy Land and you can 

save money." 

Me: "A long time ago a man was buried here and 3 days later he rose from the dead, I 

can't take that chance."  

 

 

My boss was honest with me today. He pulled up to work with his sweet new car this 

morning and I complimented him on it. He replied, "Well, if you work hard, set goals, 

stay determined and put in long hours, I can get an even better one next year."  


