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March  
12th  

Welcome to Lent, as I looked at the calendar, I had thought Lent was really early this year, but then I 

looked at next year’s calendar and it is even earlier. Anyway, we are now into the second week of 

Lent already. It seems to me that this year is flying by, even with all the snow. As you know we have 

been finishing up our series of the Beatitudes and have started a Wednesday evening and Holy 

Week series called “Places of the Passion”. This will continue through Easter Sunday.   

 

As most of you know, June and I spent almost 10 days in Phoenix toward the end of last month. We 

attended the Best Practices Ministry conference sponsored by Christ Church Lutheran in Phoenix. I 

know I have spoken about this conference before, but I have cannot say enough about Christ 

Church and their members. The Conference is put on without cost to the participants and includes 

everything except lodging. All of the presenters donate their time as well. This year it is estimated 

that there were over 3,100 participants at the conference which lasted for three days. The goal of 

Christ Church is to uplift all of those who attend, both clergy and laypeople and let them know they 

are not alone. They do a wonderful job. We look forward to this conference every year, partly be-

cause it is a great way to help revitalize and refresh ourselves in our ministry and partly to get away 

from the snow for a few days. We are fortunate in that we have friends in Phoenix who have a place 

for us to stay while we are there and even provide us with a car to use for our local travels, we are 

truly blessed.   

 

There are many different areas of ministry that can be focused on during the conference, this year I 

sat in on number of different sessions on a fairly wide variety of topics. Some of the sessions I at-

tended were;  

 

How do dinosaurs fit in the Bible 

Demonic Activity in the USA and Africa and what you can do about it 

The 6 week “New Member Class” repenting of this sin 

Speaking with confidence, clarity, and humor 

Best Practices for Live Streaming 

Put your oxygen mask on first 

 

I am planning on incorporating some of these sessions into upcoming Bible studies, beginning with 

the topic of Demonic Activity starting on Sunday March 5
th
.  I am thinking it should last for a couple 

of Sundays at least. Well anyway, enough about the conference for now.  
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I did want to mention that on March 12
th
, following worship I am planning on meeting with those who 

signed up for the prayer team for the first time, I hope all of you who have signed up can make it. If 

you haven’t signed up but would be interested in hearing more please join us, you really don’t have 

to sign up to attend. We will be talking about things like notification and communications as well as 

talking about prayer in general and sharing some common prayers for different callings. I hope to see 

you there. 

 

I would also like to put some thank you’ s out there. First to Pastor Scott for filling in both here at Zion 

and at Little Girls’ Point in my absence, also a thank you to Darryl Warren and John Pruss for filling in 

on the two Wednesdays when I was gone.  

 

A huge thank you to all of you for your condolences on the passing 

of my mother and my aunt. June and I cannot express how much all 

of your prayers have meant to us both during  this time of loss. 

Thank you to all of you who have sent cards and or letters, I will be 

responding to each of you individually as time allows. I just wanted 

to mention that my mother’s funeral will be held here at Zion on Fri-

day May 5
th
, with visitation from 9:00 am to 11:00 am, funeral at 

11:00 am with internment at Mount Hope to follow and then a lunch-

eon to follow back here at Zion. Again thank you all for all of your 

support. 

 

That’s enough for now, I am going to close simply by saying how blessed I am to be able to serve 

you. I thank God in my prayers for all of you each and every day.  

May the peace of God, that surpasses all human understanding keep our hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen 

Pastor Rick 

She Took On a Spiritual Discipline for Lent  
AMY EDDINGS 
Daily phone calls with her mom proved to be 
the perfect Lenten practice. 

 
I will give you a new heart and place a new spirit 
within you, taking from your bodies your stony 
hearts and giving you natural hearts.—Ezekiel 
36:26 (NAB) 
“Hi, Mom. What’s up?” I said, answering my cell 
phone with an exasperated sigh. 
“Hi, honey. We haven’t talked in a while, and I just 
wanted to hear your voice! You sound distracted. 
Did I catch you in the middle of something?” 
“Mom, I’m always in the middle of something,” I 
snapped. 
Something in me opened, and I noticed the mean-
ness of my tone. “Mom, I’m sorry,” I blurted. 
Lent was about to begin, and I had been thinking 

about a spiritual discipline to take on. I found it in 
that phone call. 
“Tell you what, Mom,” I said. “For Lent, I’m going 
to call you every day. It can just be for five 
minutes. But I’m going to call you. Every day.” 
And I did. I called Mom in the evening as I drove 
home after work. We talked, as such daily contact 
leads you to do, about what she and Dad had for 
dinner, how loud my husband snored the night 
before, the funny snippet of conversation she 
heard in the grocery store. I appreciated her in-
sights and her wit. I relaxed into our talks and 
shared more deeply. 
A few weeks into this practice, my husband and I 
visited my parents. My dad pulled me aside. 
“Those calls to your mother,” he said, “keep them 
up. She really enjoys them. They make her day!” 
I smiled. They had already started to make mine 
too. 

 

 

https://guideposts.org/author/amy-eddings/
https://guideposts.org/prayer/religious-seasons/lent
https://guideposts.org/prayer/bible-resources/deepen-your-faith/developing-spiritual-discipline/
https://guideposts.org/positive-living/health-and-wellness/caregiving/family-caregiving/advice-for-caregivers/5-tips-for-better-virtual-connection-with-loved-one/
https://guideposts.org/positive-living/health-and-wellness/caregiving/family-caregiving/advice-for-caregivers/5-tips-for-better-virtual-connection-with-loved-one/
https://guideposts.org/positive-living/health-and-wellness/how-to-make-the-most-of-your-trips-to-the-grocery-store/


 

 

When We Feel Forgotten 
By Martin Luther (Faith Alone - 365 Devotional Readings) 
  
Nevertheless, the chief cupbearer didn't remember Joseph. He forgot about Him..  
Genesis 40:23 
 
After being forgotten by the cupbearer, Joseph struggled with the temptation of becom-
ing impatient and complaining. When the devil saw this, he attacked Joseph with even 
more fiery arrows. Christ Himself felt these arrows when the devil tempted Him: "If you 
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread" (Matthew 43). In the 
same way, the devil might have said to Joseph, "Go ahead and continue your misera-
ble struggle. You know that your prayers are useless. You cry to God and that God 
would free you and restore your honor because you interpreted the chief cupbearer's 
dream. Well, let God save you if he feels like it." The devil continued to torment Joseph 
with his fiery arrows, even though Joseph was already weak and wounded. 
 
When faithful people are happy and when they sing, "The Lord is my strength and 
song" (Psalm 118:14), the devil stays far away from them. All complaining and impa-
tience soon end. As long as believers praise and thank God, then temptation, sadness, 
and unbelief disappear. Heaven is opened wide and hell is shut with words like these: 
"I will thank the Lord at all times. My mouth will always praise him" (Psalm 34:1). 
 
But as soon as we stop praising God, miserable, lonely, sad thoughts return. That's 
what happened to Joseph when he remembered how his brothers had sold him. They 
were at home having a good time while he was lying in prison, tied up and miserable. 
This is how the devil works. When the water becomes troubled, he likes to fish. He us-
es these opportunities to tempt people to abandon their faith and give up in despair. 

Friends in Christ – 
 

We know that our member congregations and the entire faith community are our strongest support-
ers because we share the same values to serve through Christ’s love.  Would you please help us 
tap into the many people in your congregation who share these values as well? 
 

Here’s our request for the month of March: 
 

The BRICK’s Food Shelf Program focuses on providing a wide variety of food options in a range 
of forms (canned, frozen, fresh) to program participants; yet we want to offer more than food.  Hair 
care products are essential to so many of our pantry 
shoppers.  Throughout March, The BRICK is asking for 
donations of shampoo, conditioner, etc.  These are all 
items that our pantry shoppers need.  Since most toilet-
ries don’t expire, The BRICK isn’t able to “rescue” them 
from local retailers.  Thank you for your support! 
 

Many thanks for your partnership to serve through 
Christ’s love - 
 

Liz 
Liz Seefeldt 
The BRICK Ministries, Inc. 

 

 

 

The places where 

the Passion of our 

Lord took place have 

special meaning to 

Christians the world 

over. They remind 

us that Jesus walked 

this earth and stood 

in locations we can 

still find today to car-

ry out his mission of 

salvation. This was 

no sightseeing trip 

for our Savior. There 

was a serious rea-

son he came to be at 

certain places and at 

particular times to 

suffer and die and 

rise again. He was 

fulfilling the will of his 

Father who desired 

that we be forgiven 

and given a place in 

heaven with him for-

ever. 

Wednesdays 
March 1-29 
6:30pm 
April 6th  
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Good Friday 
6:30pm 
April 9th  
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7:00am 
9:00am 



 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M-T-TR 9-5  W 12-8  F off 

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  Typically  M-W 8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   Autumn Heidrick  715-682-6075 
 

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  in-church service and live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm    

Sunday School  - 1st - 7th grade  Sunday 8:45am 
Confirmation  Sunday 9:45am 

Bible Studies— Sundays 10:15am  Mondays 10:00am  
Women’s Bible Study 6:30pm 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

1111—11TH AVE WEST 

For Homebound, 
Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t 
able to attend 

common worship 
that they would 
find comfort know-
ing that the Lord is 
with them.   
Arlene Zimmerman     
Violet Basina             
Alice Balmer 
Francis Balmer 

Protection 

For our full-time 
troops and public 
servants, for travel, 
missionaries, and for 
peace and protection 
for families. 
David Wright    
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 

Those always in 
our HEART. 

HEALTH  AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive 
thinking, healing, and comfort during can-
cer treatments, for those suffering from ad-
diction, mental illness and for healing, 
strength, comfort, 
and peace for 

Brad Prill  
Penny Larson  
Vi Basina  
Dave Pearson 
Harold Larson 
James Fletcher  
Sheryl Hildebrandt  
Diane Beiersdorff  
Linda Stenroos  
 

Riley Bretting   Cindy Lazorik 
Doug Preuter     Mike Trimble 
Jamie Klema     Mike Ariens 
Frances Balmer  Alice Balmer 
Randy Spangle   

 

 



 

 

From “Church Press” - Pastor Ginkel 
 
"An Atheist 
is one who believes he has absolute knowledge that there is no one who has abso-
lute knowledge." - Frederick Copelson 
 
Sunday School Dear God Letters: 
Dear God - If we come back as - something - please don't let me be Jennifer Horton. 
I don’t like her. - Denise 
 

Dear God - Thank you for the baby brother, but what I prayed for was a puppy - 
Joyce 
 

Dear God - I bet it is very hard to love all of every body in the whole world. There are 
only 4 people in our family and I can never do it. - Nan  

It is crucial to listen to our bodies.  
When we are feeling tired or drained, we need to recognize that we need rest. So of-
ten we pile things on our plate until we collapse of fatigue or become so over-
whelmed that we can’t handle our duties. Listen to your body. Know when you’ve tak-
en on more than you can handle, and delegate what you can or ask for help. - Dustin 
Neeley 
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Project Night Night 

donates over tens of 

thousands of Night 

Night Packages each 

year to over tens of 

thousands of Night Night Packages each year to homeless children 12 and under who 

need our childhood essentials to have a concrete and predictable source of security 

and an increased exposure to high-quality literacy ma-

terials during their time of upheaval. Each Night Night 

Package contains a new security blanket, an age-

appropriate children’s book, and a stuffed animal — all 

nestled inside of a new canvas tote bag. By providing 

objects of reliable comfort, Project Night Night reduces 

trauma and advances the emotional and cognitive well-

being of the children we serve. 

Every child who receives one of our Night Night Pack-

ages leaves the shelter owning a book which encour-

ages reading and family bonding, a security blanket 

which can be cuddled, and a stuffed animal which can become a cherished friend. We 

have one objective – to deliver our Night Night Packages to every homeless child in the 

country who needs one.   



 

 

 

 


