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Let it Snow!

Oh, the weather outside is frightful

But the fire is s0 delightful

And since we've no place to go

Let it snow! Let it snow! Let it snowl

(from “Let i Snow!™ - wntten by lyricizt Sammy Cahn and composzer Jule Shmea)

RTH WISCONSIN

DISTRICT RESOURCES

It is smowing outside! Beautifull It is the day after Ash Wednesday. The office is closed. Schools are
closed. Some called off Ash Wednesday worship because of the snow. Everything is whitel

“Let it snow!” According to Google, this song was written in July 1945 in California as they hoped for
cooler conditions during a heat wave. Snow is reality here in Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula. The
truth is — most of us don't mind it since we grew up with and know how to deal with snow. “The fire IS
delightful.” Plenty of snow also means snowmaobile trails are open and people are skiing, which is good
for the Northwoods economy.

Something else good is getting into God's Word — reading it and allowing it to speak to us. Nothing new.
Getting into the Word was the focus of the District Board of Directors’ meeting in early February. The
board is reading Built on the Rock (BOTR) by Ted Kober. Ted has worked with conflicted congregations
and has learned that the healthiest congregations are ones in the Word.

He stated: “The heaithy churches | encounter benefit from larger percentages of people in reguiar Bible
study. Their leaders demonstrate scriptural knowledge and trust in Christ as they practice repentance
through confession and forgiveness” (p13 BOTR). He leamed that in many conflicted situations the
leaders were not in the Word. As 5t. Paul wrote: “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18).

It is the season of Lent. People are asked: "What are you giving up for Lent?” Maybe we should tum that
around and ask: “What are you doing for Lent? May | be s0 bold to suggest that you take fime at home
to get into God's Word. Read the Bible on your own. Read Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Read about
the life of Jesus and what HE said and did. Read about his journey to the cross for you and me fo
redeem us from our sins. Lent has begun but you still have all of March and early April to get four books
read.

Owr faith and our confessions are based on the Bible. Unfortunately, we often take God's Word for
granted, but it is the basis of what we believe and hold onto in 2023. The Bible speaks to us and our
situations bringing comfort and hope, as we often recite Psalm 23. Psalm 1:2-3 tells us: “His delight is
in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree by streams of
water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.” Our daily strength as a
Christian is strong when we are connected to God's Word.

During Lent we hear the Passion story and what Jesus went through to forgive us through His suffering
and death on the cross. He did it out of love for you and me. By the time you read this maybe the snow
will be gone. Spring break is around the comer. They are playing baseball in Arizona and Florida where
it is wamm. March Madness will be starting. Before you know it — it will be Holy Week and Easter. Don't
forget God's Word — read it and believe it!

Rev. Dr. Dwayne Lueck, District President
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Lent: A Time to Recharge, Renew & Draw Closer to God SABRA CIANCANELLI
Sometimes it’s easy to get caught up in the day-to-day routine of life and forget how blessed

you truly are.

This morning my husband and | drove through
our old town, past our old house that I'd loved
and nurtured for almost a decade. We inched
forward slowly, but not slowly enough, to catch up
to all the memories.

Then we passed the local grocery store, where |
shopped every day for years. | loved the man who
worked there stocking shelves. Brian always
greeted me with a heartfelt “Hello there!” as if he
hadn’'t seen me in months. | learned from a friend
he'd had a car accident in high school. He spent
a long time in a coma and was lucky to be alive.
And though he’d made a miraculous recovery, he
Once | had an awful day at work. | was exhausted
and starving as | snaked through the aisles,
picking up something for dinner. When | reached

for a jar of spaghetti sauce, | lost my grip and it
shattered on the shiny linoleum floor. Looking at
the mess, | broke down and cried.

Brian ran over. “It's okay. Accidents happen.”

| noticed his forehead had a smudge of
something as he got a mop. “Rough day,” |
sighed.

“Ash Wednesday,” he said. | had totally forgotten.
Brian went on. “Beginning of Lent. Forty days to
get ready. Jesus saved me, you know. He saves
me every day.” As he mopped up the broken jar, |
took his words to heart.

Dear Lord, it's easy to get caught up in the day-
to-day of my life and forget what a blessing it truly
is. Help me to use this special time to recharge
and renew and draw closer to You.




WINTER SPORTS

Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the
grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top
line to bottom line. Words can go horizontally, vertically and diagonally

in all eight directions.
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By Jimmy and Evelyn Johnson - www.qgets.com
Bandy Gymnastics
Basketball Handball
Biathlon Hockey
Bobsled Luge
Bowling Skating
Curling Skiing
Fishing Skijoring
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Slalom
Sledding
Snowboarding
Snowmobiling
Snowshoe
Snowskate
Wrestling
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Spot 8 differences between the two pictures.

Spot 8 differences between the two pictures,

ot Besellng fortddden Not (or Uuse withaof an active Sharefat KD subacr igtion.

Bogmdanvnm o0 Bomd in] 1oRalod Novl T wow @3N AL 0t & Fww Thaad st M0 le oo v g @ 4 b

2 orie




