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This month I am going to forgo the typical newsletter cover to take the opportunity to let you 

know about our Lenten midweek series entitled: Witnesses to Christ 

O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 

of the throne of God. (Gradual for Lent, based on Hebrews 12:2) 

When the characters in the Passion narrative look at Jesus, what do they see? In most cases, 

people misunderstood who He is and what He was doing. In some cases, by faith, people recog-

nized Him aright. Our Lenten series this year, Eyes on Jesus is based on Passion according to St. 

Mark. We will examine how the various people around Jesus viewed Himðand how we should 

view Him. We will ñfix our eyesò on what Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy, pre-

cious blood and innocent sufferings and death, and celebrate what God sees on account of His 

work: our justification for His sake. 

On Ash Wednesday, we will see how, in spite of Jesusô repeated predictions about His upcom-

ing Passion, the disciples with ñMisjudging Eyesò fail to recognize that soon He will not be with 

them, and they cannot see the anonymous womanôs anointing of Jesus as preparation for His 

burial. But Jesus sees her actions as a beautiful deed that will be proclaimed throughout the world 

wherever the Gospel is heard. 

At our midweek service after the First Sunday of Lent, we will look through Judasôs ñBetraying 

Eyesò and learn why he did this awful deed. Yet the behind-the-scenes-reality is that Jesus was 

ñhanded overò (another way of translating the verb for ñbetrayò) by God the Father Himself, so that 

Jesus could die for the sin of the world. 

ñSleepy Eyesò is the theme for the second week of Lent. In Gethsemane, Jesusô inner circle of 

Peter, James, and John cannot keep their eyes open to watch and pray with Jesus for even an 

hour, while Jesus comes to see that His Fatherôs will is that He drink the cup of Godôs wrath when 

He comes to the ñhourò of His suffering. 

In the third week of Lent, we stare into the ñDenying Eyesò of Peter and the other apostles. 

They could not see how they could ever fall away from Jesus, but after Jesus is betrayed by Ju-

das, ten of them flee, and Peterðwhen he is spotted by a servant girl and sees that his own neck 

is on the lineðsees fit to deny Jesus, which leads to his own eyes weeping in remorse. We sin-

ners likewise deny our Lord in many ways, but Jesus denied Himself to take up the cross for our 

salvation. 

 



 

 

ñMurderous Eyesò is the theme of week 4 in Lent. The chief priests and scribes saw Jesus as an 

obstacle to be rid of by murdering Him through the Roman judicial system. Yet during the Passover 

festival, they would unwittingly bring about the Fatherôs sacrifice of the ultimate Passover Lamb. 

In the fifth week of Lent, we look through the ñWorldly Eyesò of Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and 

the Roman soldiers. Pilate can only view matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing to placate the 

worldly Jewish leaders and crowd, so he consents to handing Jesus over for crucifixion. The sol-

diers see the opposite of a worldly king, but their ironic hailing of Him as ñKing of the Jewsò pro-

claims who He really is. The world looks for power and glory; Godôs way is suffering and the cross. 

On Maundy Thursday, there is ñMore Than Meets the Eyeò to the Lordôs Supper. We will look in-

to the Old Testament background of the Last Supper and rejoice in the mystery that Jesus, in and 

with, bread and wine, gives us His body and blood in order to deliver to us the benefits of His Pas-

sion. 

On Good Friday, we look through ñGodôs Eyesò to see what is happening during the Passion: the 

once-for-all atonement for the sin of the whole world and the justification of all sinners on Easter. 

ñResting Eyesò is the theme for Holy Saturday. Various disciples rested their eyes upon the dead 

Jesus, cared for His body, and buried it. As Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses rest 

their eyes upon the sealed tomb and contemplate further anointing of His body the next day, they 

cannot see that Jesusô own eyes are merely resting temporarily, and Easter morning will bring a dra-

matic reversal. 

Finally, Easter Sunday gazes upon ñAngel Eyes.ò The angel in the tomb knows the whole story 

of Jesusô resurrection. When he sees the women, he proclaims the Gospel to them, shows them 

where Jesusô body had formerly lain, and 

tells them that they can see Jesus them-

selves in Galilee. Likewise, the ñangelsò or 

messengers of the Church in the apostolic 

ministry tell Godôs people where they can 

find Jesus and His salvation in the Means 

of Grace. 

With Eyes on Jesus as our theme this 

Lent, we will continuously focus on Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified, buried, and risen 

for our justification. This is a vision that will 

never disappoint, for by trusting in Jesus, 

He promises that we will gaze upon His 

beautiful face now by faith and forever in 

heaven! 

I hope to see you all there, we will be 

streaming all of these services as well, so 

if you are unable to make it to the live ser-

vices you will be able to watch online. 

Thank you for support and my God richly 

bless you as we enter the impassioned 

season of Lent. 

 

Pastor Rick 

 

 



 

 

 

   Parking lot snowbanks 
The two years are almost exact.  
The pictures have a couple dif-
ferences.  Can you find them.      
 
2018 
Ŷ  Time for you to  
  estimate when this 
2022 Ź snowbank is going to 

be entirely gone.  There 
will be a sheet to sign 
with your name and 
guesstimate on the bul-
letin board.  Or you can 
call or email the office 
and it will be put on it 
for you.  This needs to 
be done by midnight on 

Riddle Answers 
1.  A Doughnut. 
2.  Two. The inside and the outside. 
3.  11 o'clock plus 2 hours = 1 o'clock 9 o'clock 
plus 5 hours = 2 o'clock 
4.  One. After that, itôs no longer empty. 
5.  In the dictionary! 
6.  You don't want to press your luck! 
7.  Footsteps. 
8.  A: Every March they ñturn over a new leafò. 
9.  A promise 
10.  An echo 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M/T/TH 9:00 -5:00 W 12:00-8:00  F Off  

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  M-W 8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change upon need of work. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   Karyn Leino  715-682-6075 
 

Website  www.zionashland.org   E-mail  secretary@zionlutheranashland.com    

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm 

Sunday School  - 1st .ï 7th grade  Sunday 10:15am  
Bible Studies  

Sunday 10:15am   Monday 10:00am  1st/3rd Thursday 6:30pm Womenôs Group 
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PRAYERS FOR  
HEALTH AND 
HEALING   For 
good test results, 
treatment, positive 
thinking, healing, 
and comfort during 
cancer treatments, 
for those suffering 
from addiction, 
mental illness and 
for healing, 
strength, comfort, 
and peace for fami-
ly we pray for:   

PRAYERS for Homebound, Assisted Living, Nursing Home 
Those who arenôt able to attend common worship that they 
would find comfort knowing that the Lord is with them.   
Arlene Zimmerman  Violet Basina   Madge Houle   Nancy Zehe 
 
PRAYERS FOR PROTECTION 
For our full-time troops and public servants, for travel, mission-
aries, and for peace and protection for families. 

Brad Prill   Madge Houle 
Alice Balmer   Penny Larson  
Francis Balmer   David Gustafson 
Vi Basina   John Schutte  
Andrea Gunderson   Dave Pearson 
James Fletcher  Pastor Bob    
Brett Everman  Judith Wismeth 
Sheryl Hildebrandt  Harold Larson 

Max Beiersdorf  Sherry Gurski 

Danny Pocernich    Larry Tody 

James Lavasseur  Lisa Thomson 

Russel Joyner                    Carmella Kortekaas 
Taylor Sprague                   Diane Beiersdorff 
Terry Haas                      Linda Stenroos       
Yvonne Mertig          Ann Williams               
Tim Zwetow           Heather Gust 
Jerry Turney      and those in our hearts  


