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ZION LUTHERAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH, ASHLAND, WI    DECEMBER 2020 

Welcome to Advent! As we start out another church year, we look to the close of another calendar 

year and wonder what lies ahead. It has been a most interesting year. In last month’s newsletter I 

spoke of how this past year kind of blindsided us all and how so much of our normal-day-to-day lives 

changed. Truthfully even with all the talk of a vaccine and its effectiveness and distribution I don’t be-

lieve the early part of 2021 is going to be much different.  As I was preparing for a quiet unassociated 

Thanksgiving dinner and looking at a similar Christmas, I realized how quickly we change and adapt 

and how things take on a new sense of normalcy. Several months ago, there seemed to be more re-

sistance to the mask wearing and the distancing, now, not so much, the person without the mask has 

become the exception instead of the norm. People aren’t so quick to offer a handshake or hug. And it 

seems to me that the world has become a little colder because of it. Now mind you, I am not saying 

that we should run out and start handshaking and hugging in rebellion, but what I am thinking is that 

we need to break that ice in some way or another. We need to recognize each other, the virtual high 

five, the invisible handshake, something more than the eyes down, isolation head nod.  It seems that 

as we distance socially, we are also distancing emotionally. I have spoken to an ever-increasing 

number of people who while they still make it out in the world to shop and perhaps partake in an oc-

casional meal are feeling isolated, alone, and perhaps even a bit abandon. I also talk to people who 

are feeling overwhelmed by all the change and the new accepted norms. The moms and dads who 

now beside parenting and providing for their families are now home schooling, and trying to balance 

between making a living and trying to make sure their children are getting the education they need to 

grow and become productive in this world. The other thing that I am seeing is that while in this time of 

change we should be looking to our faith for support and strength, I’m not sure that is happening. I 

think we need to really work at being like Jeremiah and say “O Lord, my strength and my stronghold, 

my refuge in the day of trouble,” (Jer 16:19a).  At a time when it seems we are tasked with taking 

more and more on ourselves we have to share our burdens with the Lord. We need to reach out, to 

share our struggles, our needs, our hurts, with the Lord. The Psalmist reminds us in Psalm 46;  

(cont. on next page) 



 

 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

2 
Therefore we will not fear though 

the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3 
though its waters 

roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.”  Now to this point, the mountains have 

not been moved into the heart of the sea, its waters aren’t roaring and foaming yet, the mountains 

aren’t trembling. However, in our individual corners of the world it may seem like it. When we feel 

that way, when we are feeling overwhelmed we need to do a couple things, first and foremost we 

must remember the words of verse 7 of that same Psalm; “The Lord of hosts is with us;”  You are 

not alone, we are not alone, Jesus himself tells us in the last line of the last verse of the last chapter 

of Matthew; “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  You are not alone, so you 

must never be afraid to reach out, reach out the Lord, reach out to your church family, reach out to 

your pastor, your family, your friends. There are times in all our lives when we need help, some-

times it’s as simple as a cup of coffee and an ear, other times it can be more, but you must never 

feel like you are alone. One thing this pandemic has done is separate us from our time in church, 

our time together with our church family, time to share with those of like mind and beliefs. We must 

find ways to fill in those lost times, watch our services online if you are able. Watch services on TV 

such as the LCMS service on Sunday mornings. Talk with those of your church family. Call your 

Pastor, heaven knows he like to talk, and he tries to be a good listener as well. If you need or would 

like, he will come see you, share the Lord’s Supper with you, and try his best to encourage you.  

Over the last month or so, we have focused on the end of time, of Jesus triumphant return. Jesus 

himself told us in His own words that we would face tribulation, He never said the life of a Christian 

would be easy, in fact He told us the opposite. He also reassures us that He is with us and will be 

with us until His return. While it is going to be different this year, let us do our best to lift up each 

other’s spirits as we prepare to celebrate His first Advent as we await His second Advent.  Sing 

praises to the infant king, to God come to earth as a little child to save us all from this fallen, sinful 

world.  I am looking forward to Christmas lights, Christmas hymns and carols, to the decorated 

church, the lighting of the Advent wreath, and the coming Advent of Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

As I close, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas as you celebrate the arrival of Jesus, and I close 

with these words spoken by Jesus for us all. “Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, 

when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for 

the Father is with me. 
33 

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”   (John 16:32-33) 

My friends the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gra-

cious to you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 

For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:10b-11) 

In His service, 

Pastor Rick 



Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     

Office Hours:  M/T/TH 8:30-4:30 W 12-8  F Off  

Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
 

Office Secretary Lynn Ladd  715-682-6075  Office Hours  M-W 8:30-2:30 

Days and times may change upon need of work. 
 

Church President:   John Pruss  715-292-4825  Head Elder:   Darryl Warren  715-492-0488 
 

Little Friends of Jesus Child  Care Center:  715-682-5185 

LFOJ Administrator:   Karyn Leino  715-682-6075 
 

Website  www.zionashland.org   E-mail  secretary@zionlutheranashland.com   Facebook  

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  in-church service and live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service - live streamed  6:30pm 

(a more in-depth look at Sunday’s service) 
Sunday School  - 3yrs.—5th grade  At-home lessons  

Bible Studies—currently cancelled. 

ZION LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive 
thinking, healing, and comfort during cancer 
treatments, for those suffering from addiction, 
mental illness and for healing, strength, com-
fort, and peace for family we pray for:   
 
Linda Larson-Nelson  Tim Smith   
Bob Heggie  Kevin Heggie   
Kate Smith   Alice Balmer 
Brad Prill  Mary Siefers    
Mike Dimich  Mary Bullis   
Jim Bullis  Angie Guski    
Lloyd Koosmann Theresa Koosmann  
Grace Turney Penny Mattson  
Penny Larson  Francis Balmer 
Rebecca Gurske      David Gustafson   
LeAnn Billing           Jim & Tina   
Marvin Lathe  Vi Basina 
Andrea  Gunderson  Chico Chingo  
Bill Young  Lisa Landry-Thomson    
Dan Schick   Melanie Bush 
James Fletcher Brad Campbell  
Vivian Bayliss   Gary Mertig  
Marge Draeger Ana Johnson 
Joe Anderson Margaret Goodwin  
and those in our hearts.   

PRAYERS for Homebound,  
            Assisted Living, Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t able to attend common 
worship that they would find comfort 
knowing that the Lord is with them.   
Walt Schutte Arlene Zimmerman      
Violet Basina            Madge Houle 
Nancy Zehe 
 
PRAYERS FOR PROTECTION 
For our full-time troops and public serv-
ants, for travel, missionaries, and for 
peace and protection for families. 
David Wright   Emily Melecha    
Tucker Melecha     Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 



 

 

How well do you think you know the Christmas story? Here are some Christmas Bible quiz questions for you to 
think about. Many of these are basic knowledge questions, but some of them will make you dig to see if my an-
swer really is right. In fact, one of the answers is based on a very educated guess and may not be completely 
true. Contact the office for the answers. They didn’t fit in any of the empty spaces of the newsletter. 
 

Are you ready?     ( 20 questions - some are on different pages) 
 

1 Who told Mary and Joseph to go to Bethlehem? 
2 True or False: Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus because they were following a star. 
3 What form of transportation did Mary and Joseph use to get to Bethlehem? The answer is not a taxi cab. 
4 Which Old Testament prophet had the most to say about the birth of Christ? 
5 In the accounts announcing the birth of Christ (Matthew 1 and Luke 1 and 2) how many times did an angel or  
    angels appear? 



 

 

 

The Amazing Christmas Ceasefire 
 December 24th 2009.  Kathryn Hawkins. 

During World War I, British and German soldiers put down their weapons to celebrate the holiday 
spirit together, in a remarkable event known as "the Christmas Truce." 

It was Christmas Eve, 1914, and the war was on. German and British troops lay stationed in trench-

es along the border of Belgium and northern France, aiming their rifles at enemy soldiers, their bod-

ies pressed flat in the frozen dirt. The battle had gone on for weeks, relentless; it seemed there was 

no end in sight. 

Then suddenly, a British soldier received an unexpected gift from the German soldiers – a chocolate 

cake. Even more surprising was the attached note: The German troops were requesting a ceasefire, 

so that they could celebrate Christmas without warfare. The stunned British soldiers agreed. 

Later that evening, the guns fell silent as the German soldiers began to sing Christmas carols in their 

native tongue. In turn, the British soldiers responded with a Christmas song in English. The caroling 

continued through the night – and eventually, the two opposing sides joined their voices to sing in 

harmony. 

All night long, the Western front glowed, illuminated by the burning candles on the German soldiers’ 

small Tannenbaums. Even the Indian troops on the British side, who did not celebrate Christmas, 

were brought to tears – the lights reminded them of their own Hindu Festival of Lights. 

The next day, British soldier Rifleman J. Reading wrote in a letter, the Germans “came towards us, 
and our chaps went out to meet them. Of course neither of us had any rifles. I shook hands with 
some of them, and they gave us cigarettes and cigars. We did not fire that day, and everything was 
so quiet that it seemed like a dream.” 

Soon, some of the soldiers from both sides began venturing into the area known as “no man’s land” 

for impromptu games of soccer. Others showed off their juggling skills, played cards, gave haircuts, 

or simply talked 

about their lives 

back at home. 

For that single 

day, the soldiers 

were no longer 

at war: They 

were simply 

young men 

again, sharing 

their joy on 

Christmas day. 

“So there you 
are,” wrote an-
other British of-
ficer. “All this 
talk of hate, all 
this firing at 
each other that 
has raged since the beginning of the war quelled and stayed by the magic of Christmas.” 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! 

http://www.christmastruce.co.uk/cumbria.html
http://www.christmastruce.co.uk/cumbria.html
http://www.christmastruce.co.uk/cumbria.html


 

 

Six Lessons Christians Must Learn From 
Church History      by Barry Vross  2017 Blog 
 

  Those who do not remember the past are doomed to  

repeat it.”       George Santayana (1863-1952) 

Church history reveals some lessons that Christians today would be wise to 
consider and reflect upon. The Christian Church has existed for 2,000 years, 
but it has changed and evolved significantly over that time. It is therefore im-

portant to look back and learn the lessons from the history of the Church that can help us chart a 
way forward today. 

A few years ago I read a wonderful book on the history of the Church written by Dr. Bruce Shelley 
entitled, “Church History in Plain Language” (Thomas Nelson, 2008). He does a great job of docu-
menting and summarizing the key events in the history of the Church. Based on his book, I would 
like to present 6 lessons that we as Christians should learn from Church history that will enable us 
to more effectively go forward in building God’s kingdom on earth. 

[Lessons 1-4 from previous month] 
 

Lesson #5: Christianity and Science are NOT mutually exclusive. 
The world entered a new era after the Middle Ages that challenged the people’s view of the world 
and how it worked. New discoveries in science and math could now explain the world as never be-
fore and this ushered in the age of reason, also called the age of “enlightenment.” Since man could 
now know and better explain how the world worked, intellectualism replaced faith in God and His 
Word. But are Christianity and science mutually exclusive? Science has never been able to repudi-
ate one fact of the Bible. On the contrary, science continues to affirm the facts of the Bible, espe-
cially in the field of archeology. Darwin’s theory of evolution as to the origin and evolution of species 
has never been proven and is still a theory, despite its widespread acceptance. To me, science is 
simply discovering what God already created. Science has not refuted the Bible, it has confirmed 
it! (“For by Him all things were created; things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for 
Him.” – Colossians 1:16) 
 
Lesson #6: Man will always try to replace God with himself. 
As the world progressed in its knowledge of science and technology, liberalism invaded universities 
(which were Bible based at the time) and the Church. Many Christians began to try and reconcile 
modern thought with Biblical teaching and refused to accept the authority of God’s Word alone on 
many issues. They believed that truth must pass the test of human reason. Consequently, universi-
ties abandoned the Bible and liberal theology in the Christian Church began to grow. Today it mani-
fests itself in prosperity theology, acceptance of homosexuality, and other false teachings that go 
beyond or outside of Scripture. These are all an attempt to make God subject to our intellect rather 
than adhere to His teaching as found in His Holy Word. (“Submit yourselves then to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you.” – James 4:7) 
  

As we look back on the history of the Christian Church, we see that many of the issues the Church 
faces today are not new, but have existed for ages (church vs. state, reason versus faith, man ver-
sus God, etc.). The above lessons remind us that the Christian faith, unlike every other religion, is 
not based upon a set of rules requiring strict adherence. But rather it is based on the fact that God 
appeared as a man in Jesus Christ, who suffered and died on a cross to redeem mankind and pay 
the price for all sin, and who made a way for the human race to live with their Creator forever. It’s 
about faith in the work of one person, Jesus Christ, God’s Son, and belief in the Bible as God’s true 
Word. 

http://faithlifeministries.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/History.jpg


 

 

 

From Lutheran Hour Ministries: 
 

Copy and paste this link   https://pursuant8.com/lhm/2020/christmasquiz/     
 

Answer six questions to find out which Christmas carol fits you best.  Be sure to share 
your results with friends so they join in on the lighthearted fun.     Mine was “My Fa-
vorite Things” 
 

When you’re done, explore what Jesus’ coming means for us and the world with our 
free downloadable Advent devotions, God with Us.  Written by Dr. Karl Vo, God 
with Us takes the reader through the familiar pages of the Christmas story, mining it 
to fresh depths and inspiration for the season. 

Advent Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 
God with Us 
What better news is there than to know that God is always by our side! In God with Us, we learn 
again what God the Father has done—He has kept His promise. In so doing, He has announced 
that grace and forgiveness are available to all, freely given in the birth of Jesus: God’s Son, our 
Savior. He is Immanuel, “God with us.” 

The story of God coming to earth as a human child is a profound one. In God with Us, we find no 
aloof divinity who is unconcerned and remote somewhere in the cosmos. Rather, He is deeply in-
volved in all our affairs—our joys as well as our heartaches. He knows us for He became one of 
us. At Christmastime, we celebrate the birth of Jesus, Lord of the universe, Savior of the world, 
Shepherd of our lives. 

6 Who told Joseph the baby’s name was to be Jesus? 
7 Can you list 5 names of Jesus found in the Bible? Some on my list are from Old Testament prophecies. 
8 What are the meanings of the names Jesus and Emmanuel? 
9 The shepherds and the wise men went to see Jesus. Which group followed a star and which group went to 
find the baby because an angel told them where to look? 
10 What did the angels sing to the shepherds? 
11 When the shepherds went looking for Jesus, what was the sign they were to look for? 
12 How many wise men or kings or magi came to see Jesus? 



 

 

What is Advent? 
The church divides the year into different seasons that emphasize the life of Christ and the 
life of the church. Beginning on Sunday, November 29, 2020, we will enter the season of the 
church year called Advent. Advent is the season of preparation and anticipation leading up 
to Christmas, and continuing to Epiphany January 6th, 2021. The focus of Advent is two-
fold. On the one hand, we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
who came into the world as both God and man so that our sins might be forgiven. On the 
other hand, we anticipate the day when Jesus will return to Earth and bring an end to this 
world. Those will be scary days, but we can look forward to the end of the world with hope 
because through faith in Jesus, the end of this 
world will mean the beginning of a new life with 
Christ for eternity. 
Advent, then, is a time for us to repent and be-
lieve. Knowing that Jesus was born to forgive our 
sins, we repent (admit our failures to God) and 
believe that we are forgiven because of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus on our behalf. Also, 
knowing that Jesus is coming back, we repent 
and believe that when He returns, He will give us 
eternal life 

 

Advent  Devotions 
are in the Narthex or one 

can be emailed to you. 

 ou do know what 
would have hap-

pened if it had been 
three wise WOMEN in-
stead of men, don't 
you? They would have 
asked for directions, 
arrived on time, helped 
deliver the baby, 
cleaned the stable, 
made a casserole, and 
brought disposable dia-
pers as gifts!  



 

 

13 Matthew 2:8 says that Herod asked the wise men to inform him where the baby Jesus was. Why does this    
      verse say he wanted to know? 
14 How old was Jesus when the wise men found him? 
15 What are the three gifts which are mentioned being given by the wise men? 
16 Which emperor ordered all the young children be killed? 
17 What animals does the Bible say were present at the birth of Jesus? 
18 What was the name of the unkind innkeeper who would not allow the pregnant Mary to lodge in his inn? 
19 What is the name of the priest who was told he would not die until he saw the Savior? 
20 Two of the four Gospels do not mention the birth of Christ. Which two? 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The birth of Jesus marked hope throughout the world.  

Let Christmas surround you with love. Merry Christmas.  



 

 

This Biblical unit of 
measurement  

measured the length of 
the arm from the elbow 
to extended fingertips.  
Its Hebrew name is 

Ammah which means 
”mother of the arm”   
Find the Bible answer 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

“It’s Christmas 
Eve! It’s the 
one night of the 
year when we 
all act a little 
nicer, we smile 
a little  
easier, we 
cheer a little 
more. For a 
couple of hours 
out of the 
whole year, we 
are the people 
that we always 
hoped we 
would be.” —  
Bill Murray  

 ”The best 
way to 
spread 
Christmas 
cheer is 
singing loud 
for all to 
hear.”  

Though 
we’re apart, 
you’re in our 

hearts  -   
this  

Christmas 
and  

FOREVER! 



 

 
At the December 2019 Annual Meeting it was voted by the congregation to hold annual meet-
ings in February and since  February was only two months away, the next annual meeting 
would be in February 2021.   Another request was to see the budget ahead of time.  So below 
is the 2021 budget..  It has not been reviewed by the council yet.  It is only preliminary, the 
first draft.  If you have any questions you can ask the board member that would cover the 
subjects you  would like to discuss.  Call the office for any further information. 



 

 



 

 

 

December 
 Diane Beiersdorff    
715-278-3291 
Shannon & Justin Esala     

            715-292-0711 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI  SAT 

 

1 2 
Confirmation 
3:30-5pm 
 

6:30pm  
Advent Service 

3  
10:30 LFOJ 
Chapel  
4-5:30pm 
confirmation 

4 5  

  6    9:00am 

           Service          
2pm LGP 

7 8 9 
Confirmation 
3:30-5pm 

 
6:30pm  
Advent Service 

10 
 
4-5:30pm 
confirmation 

11 12 

13    9:00am 

         Service 
Drive-up   
Communion 

14 15 16 
 
Confirmation 
3:30-5pm 

 
6:30pm  
Advent Service 

17 
10:30am 
Taping of 
LFOJ  
Christmas 
Program 
4-5:30pm 
confirmation 

18 19 

20     
           9:00am 
           Service        
2pm LGP 

21 22 23 
 
6:30pm  
Advent Service 

24 
Christmas 
Eve 
(See below) 

25 
Christmas 
Day 
(See below) 

26 

27     9:00am 

           Service        
Drive-up       
Communion 

28 29 30 
 
6:30pm  
Prayer Service 
 
 

31 
 

1 January  

We are looking at having in-church services on 
Dec. 24h at 4:00pm and Dec. 25th at 9:00am.  Both 
would be live-streamed.  We need to know an ap-
proximate number for attendance to verify that we 
will have them or add another service..  If you 
would, call the church or email a reply of yes, no, or 
maybe.  If things change  you can always call us 
again.  We will keep you posted.  Thank you. 


