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Well, here we are rushing into April, while the calendar says it’s spring, outside, not so much. Hope-

fully soon. We are rapidly approaching Easter, one more soup and sandwich to go. I’m not going to 

spend a lot of time on current events here in the beginning of my newsletter cover. Instead we will 

dive right into this months’ topic: 

The Second Commandment:  

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 

who takes his name in vain.” (Exodus 20:7) 

At first look, it seems pretty straight forward, doesn’t it? “You are not to take the name of God in 

vain.” Martin Luther tells us that while the first commandment instructs the heart and teaches faith, 

the commandment directs us in a more outward fashion and directs our Lips and tongue into a right 

relationship with God. He then challenges us to answer the question, “What does the Second Com-

mandment mean?” or “ What does it mean to take the name of God in vain or to misuse it?” 

So what does it mean, in reading through scripture and taking a closer look at both the small and 

large catechisms I personally found it to mean more than I originally thought.  I, like I would assume 

most of you as well, had the understanding that I shouldn’t’ use God’s name in a derogatory man-

ner. Don’t be using God’s name to try and emphasis my point, don’t try to make my point or try to 

draw attention away from my point by invoking God.  In the world today as the lack of respect for 

God and anything having to with God increases the use of His name in vain increases as well. One 

of the things I found interesting in my reading is that Luther felt the same way in the 16
th
 century. In 

the large catechism he writes: “Unfortunately it now is a common affliction throughout the world that 

there are just as few who do not use God’s name for lies and all kinds of wickedness as there are 

few who trust in God with their whole heart.” One part of that statement struck me in particular; 

“there are just a few who do not use God’s name for lies and all kinds of wickedness…” So how are 

people using God’s name for lies and wickedness?  

One portion of the understanding of this commandment that I was perhaps lacking in, is that besides 

just using the Lord’s name in a derogatory form is using God’s name to support or back up a lie. Lu-

ther says: “It is a misuse of God’s name if we call upon the Lord God in any way whatsoever to sup-

port falsehood or wrong of any kind.” Now there’s something to ponder. This includes taking oaths in 

court and wrongfully testifying or telling an untruth. When I was in the Air Force I became a Fire In-

vestigator and attended a number of schools, including a schooling in how to question those sus-

pected of committing a crime. Believe it or not one of the rules of thumb was when questioning 

someone when they started swearing to God that they did not do something, it usually meant they 

were indeed guilty and/or lying. The more fervent the oath the more certain the lie. I have had a few 

experiences in my life where that theory held true.  
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Another missed understanding of 

this commandment is that of false 

preaching. Luther actually classi-

fies it as the greatest abuse of the 

commandment. That is he says; 

“when false preachers arise and 

present their lying nonsense as 

God’s Word.” 

Luther is so adamant about this 

and the other commandments he 

says the following which may not fly well in the world today: “Above all else, therefor, our young people 

should be strictly required and trained to hold this as well as the other commandments in high regard. 

Whenever they violate them, we must be after them at once with the rod, confront them with the com-

mandment, and continually impress it upon them, so that they may be brought up not merely with pun-

ishment but with reverence and fear of God.” I will let you ponder this one on your own and will only 

say, in my opinion there are different types of rods. 

I want to close this month with two more Luther quotes that again, in my opinion, fit as well today and 

they did in Luther’s, if not perhaps even more. 

First: “It is evident that the world is more wicked that it has ever been. This no government, no obedi-

ence, no fidelity, no faith—only perverse, unbridled people who know teaching or punishment can help. 

All of this is God’s wrath and punishment upon such willful contempt of this commandment.” 

What should our response be? 

Second: “To defy the devil, I say, we should always keep the holy name upon our lips so that he (the 

devil) may not be able to harm us as he would like to do. For this purpose it also helps to form the habit 

of commending ourselves each day to God—our soul and body, spouse, children, servants and all 

what we have—for his protection against every conceivable need. 

Well, I pray you found this worth while and if you should have any questions please feel free to contact 

me at any time for further discussion. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Lenten Soup and Sandwich on Wednesday April 2. Our final Lenten 

Wednesday is April 9
th
, followed by Palm Sunday April 13

th
, Maundy Thursday April 17

th
, Good Friday 

April 18
th
 and Easter Sunday April 20

th
. Evening services are at 6:00 PM and Easter Sunday services 

are at 7:00AM and 9:00AM 

With that I will close. 

My Friends: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

to you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Pastor Rick 
 

 

 

 



 

 

The Zion Dartball team had another successful and fun year. They participate in the 
North Star Dartball League which was comprised of seven teams and representing six 
area congregations. During the regular season, they had a record of 20 wins and 16 
losses. Zion took first place during the post season tournament winning 5 of the 6 games 
played.  

 

 

Pastor Rick Williams -   715-209-0479     
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Please call ahead if you need to speak with Pastor.  
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PRAYERS for Home-
bound, Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home 
Those who aren’t able 
to attend common wor-
ship that they would 
find comfort knowing 
that the Lord is with 
them.   
 

Ingrid Pocernich  
Arlene Zimmerman       
Violet Basina             
 
PRAYERS FOR  
PROTECTION 
For our full-time troops 
and public servants, for 
travel, missionaries, 
and for peace and 
protection for  
families. 
David Wright    
Jordan Thimm      
Andrew Pruss 

PRAYERS FOR  HEALTH AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, healing, and comfort 
during cancer treatments, for those suffering from addiction, mental ill-
ness and for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family we pray for: 
Brad Prill                       Vi Basina                    James Fletcher            
Harold Larson       Linda Stenroos           Steve Key     
Tim Erickson                 Patty Hmielewski         Pam Ekholm                 
Nick Frisco           Don Pocernich           Ingrid Pocernich 
Riley Bretting          Mike Trimble               Jamie Klema               
Karen Piff                      Molly Colgrove            Linda Parrish              
Chuck Sandor               Carl Kubley                  Mary Dahl               
Sheryl Hildebrandt        Dwayne Lynch            Sandy Bosma                                        
Tom Anderson         Don Pocernich          Bill Swartz  
Larry Hildibrandt           Octcvia Pearce            Karen                          
Wayne                  Casey                          Chuck      
and those in our hearts      
Immanuel, Mellen and Trinity, Berglund Congregations while they seek  
a new Pastor. 

Dear Lord, "We come to You today 
with heavy hearts, as we lift up 
those who are in need of prayer. 
We ask that You would bring healing 
and restoration to their body, mind, 
and spirit" Amen. 

Sunday Worship Service 9:00am  live streamed 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30pm 

Sunday School  - 1st .– 7th grade  Sunday 8:45am (Sept.-May) 
Bible Studies  

Sunday 10:15am   Monday 10:00am  (Sept.-May) 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1111—11TH AVE WEST 
ASHLAND, WI  54806 
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God’s Instruments, God’s Stewards 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand, that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:10) 

Some pastors refer to these words as “the most forgotten words in the Scriptures.” They are forgot-
ten because they follow the familiar and critical words before it. The preceding two verses that over-
shadow Ephesians 2:10 are words of justification: “For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). These are words preached regularly. They are assigned as confirmation vers-
es. They carry with them the very heart of what it means to be a redeemed child of God! 

Precisely because the previous verses are so central to salvation, they often overpower our practice 
of stewardship! We have been saved by grace. This is certain and sure because of Jesus. Works 
play no role in our salvation. No credit taking for us! Grace is freely given. Faith is miraculously cre-
ated by the Spirit and joyously received. This truth is so wonderful and so encompassing that we 
often miss out on WHY we are redeemed. 

The grace of God revealed in Jesus calls us to faith. But St. Paul doesn’t stop with grace and faith. 
He continues to the logical conclusion. Just like the creation declares the handiwork of God, the re-
demption of sinners like you and me declares His greatest handiwork! Redeemed stewards are cre-
ated to reflect the grace and mercy God showers on us to others. 

As Lutherans, we understand that good works flow from faith in Jesus Christ. They are the fruit of 
the tree of salvation into which we have been grafted by grace. Sanctification and stewardship are 
both on-going and active confessions of what the Lord has done in us. These works are not always 
spectacular. Many times, they are simply parents showing Jesus to their children. They are com-
passionate actions that live out the truth of the Gospel to co-workers and even complete strangers. 
While they can be grand endeavors, more likely they are simple, beautiful works which highlight 
what Jesus has done in us. 

These works aren’t random either. They have been planned by God. God planned to use you as a 
faithful steward as you walk the road that leads you through your daily life. There are no chance en-
counters or coincidences. They have been planned by the Lord of the universe for the benefit of His 
creation. Good works are what point to God’s greatest work: Jesus! 

He calls you and me to walk in this faith, which flows from this grace, which has been poured out on 
us in Jesus. But even this is not to our credit. We are simply called to be faithful stewards of God’s 
grace so that we may share it with those who need is as much as we do. God’s Spirit carries us 
along in this. We are just the steward — the instrument in His hand to accomplish His plan and glo-
rify Him! 

 

 

 



 

 

.On the Third Day 
by Margaret Wideyke 

 
.As pale streaks of coral open 
The closed, dark, nighttime skies, 
Two women trudge the dusty road 
That leads to the place where He lies. 

Bring burial spices, they enter, 
Subdued by all that happened before. 
As they near the tomb they remember 
The rock that blocks the door. 

But when they reach the site, 
The rock stands at one side, 
And within, an angel dressed in white 
Speaks of their Lord who was crucified. 

“This is the place where they laid Him, 

But He is not here. He is not dead. 

Carry the word to His friends: 

He has risen as He said.” 

Joyful, astonished, afraid to believe, 
For a moment, they stand paralyzed. 
Then they rush to report what the angel said 

 

11.What was the only requirement of a Faberge egg?  

12.  Between which two dates is Easter always celebrated?  

13. How is the date of Easter determined each year?  

14. What flower is considered the symbol of Easter?  

15. How many chocolate bunnies are made each year?  

16. In England, what baked good is a Good Friday Tradition?  

17. In what year did the White House Easter egg roll begin?   1901  1878  1832  1925  

 

 

1 What’s the most popular Easter candy in America?  

2 What’s the second most popular Easter candy in America?  

3. What part of the chocolate Easter bunny do most Americans eat first?  

4. Why are chocolate bunnies hollow?  

5.  What color of jellybean is the most popular?  

6.  Which state has held the largest Easter egg hunt in the United States?  

7 What is the tradition of egg tapping?  

8 What is egg dancing?  

9. What is egg rolling?  

10. What is the most extravagant Easter egg gift of all time?  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 An Easter Story 

A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and 

said, 

“Lord, I would like to know what Heaven and Hell are like.” 

The Lord led the holy man to two doors. 

He opened one of the doors and the Holy man looked in. 

In the middle of the room was a large round table. In the middle of 

the table was a large pot of stew, which smelled delicious and 

made the holy man’s mouth water. 

The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They ap-

peared to be famished. They were holding spoons with very long 

handles that were strapped to their arms and each found it possi-

ble to reach into 

the pot of stew 

and take a 

spoonful. But be-

cause the handle 

was longer than 

their arms, they 

could not get the 

spoons back into 

their mouths. 

The holy man 

shuddered at the 

sight of their mis-

ery and suffering. 

The Lord said, “You have seen Hell.” 

They went to the next room and opened the door. 

It was exactly the same as the 

first one. There was the large 

round table with the large pot 

of stew which made the holy 

man’s mouth water. The peo-

ple were equipped with the 

same long-handled spoons, 

but here the people were well 

nourished and plump, laugh-

ing and talking. 

The holy Man said, “I don’t understand.” 

“It is simple,” said the Lord. “It requires but one skill. You see, 

they have learned to feed each other, while the greedy think only 

of themselves.” 

“Remember this, when Jesus died on the cross, he was thinking 

of you.” 

HAPPY EASTER, EVERYONE! 

 

 


