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Here we are October, as I look back it seems September was a very long month, and then
as I look at the calendar I realized there are still 10 days to go as I write this. The weather is
drizzly, windy, and cold, and I hear a nap calling if I don’t push through it. It has been a very
trying month with emotions and feelings reaching every place from very high to very low.
As I sit and reflect, a conversation I had with a friend this morning comes to mind. In that
conversation we were talking about life, and not only life itself, but life and death and our
time in this world. My friend was telling me he was with an acquaintance of his just the day
before when the acquaintance received a call saying that his son had died. He spoke of being dumbfounded and not knowing what to say as his friend departed to be with family. We
spoke of how suddenly we can experience life changing events and how life is full of unknowns. Then the conversation moved to the topic of faith. And we discussed what it must
be like for someone who has no faith to face such a crisis. We spoke of how as Christians,
even when we face the un-faceable, as long as we have faith, we have hope. Without faith,
there is no hope.
It reminded me of the section from the sermon last week where I spoke of the Epicureans,
who’s philosophy was to live for today, don’t get attached to anything in this world because
someday it will all be gone. The problem of course, life without attachments brings no joy.
Without faith, things just end, either that or people cling to a sort of misguided hope or
thought that perhaps they or their loved one were good enough, and God, or whatever higher power they may believe in will take care of them, but there are no assurances, no hope of
every being together again. I cannot imagine living that way, just thinking and believing that
when our life ends it is simply over.
Praise be to God and thanksgiving for the knowledge that because of God’s love for us, He
restored His fallen creation, us. Through the life, death, and resurrection of His Son, our savior, Jesus Christ, we have the assurance of everlasting life. And the best part is, it’s not
based on what we have done, but what Christ did. We know that when we lose a friend or
relative it is not good bye forever, it is until we meet again. Scripture tells us over and over
again that through Christ, through our faith, our place in heaven is secure. If I die tomorrow,
my loved ones don’t have to worry about whether or not I have done enough to be saved,
they and I have the assurance that because I have been baptized and believe we will meet
again on that last day. Sometimes we worry, sometimes we question, sometimes we doubt,
all of those things are human things, all of those things happen because we are sinful people
living in a sinful world, but even with all of those things as long as we do what Paul reminds
us in Romans 10:9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,
”and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
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My friends, facing loss and hardship is always difficult, we
are after all human, even Jesus cried when his friend Lazarus died. But what we must all remember, that all of this
is just temporary, the best is yet to come as we spend
eternity face to face with our Lord and our God.

LFOJ Administrator:
Karyn Leino 715-682-6075

Now, may the peace of God, that surpasses all human understanding keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Website
www.zionashland.org

God Bless
Pastor Rick

E-mail
secretary@zionlutheranashland.com

FOOD SHELF SUNDAY
Last Sunday of each Month
The BRICK appreciates your food donations each and every month. It truly helps our community giving those who
are need of food to sustain their life. It’s hard to believe
that these days that there are still some who are surprised
by a layoff, lose their home, have a dysfunctional family,
can’t cope with things. They need a helping hand and Zion
tries to provide some help every month to The BRICK.

Our Prayer Concerns

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, healing, and comfort during cancer treatments, for those
suffering from addiction, mental illness and for healing,
strength, comfort, and peace for family we pray for:
Bob Heggie
Kevin Heggie
Joni Frisco
Brad Prill
Johnny Galligan
Alice Balmer
Mary Bullis
Tim Smith
Jim Bullis
Ellen Hodgson
Doug Tutor
Barb Bjork
David Kaarre
Joan Spalding
Ruth Goldman
Lloyd Koosmann
Tim Fulton
David Palm
Theresa Koosmann
Randy Lauer
Margaret Goodwin Mike Dimich
Crystal Flectcher
Steve Wahlston
Doris Nye
Steve Gilmore
Ruth Young
Mary Helen Bergschneider
Marty Kaarre
Sheryl Hildebrandt Heather Gust
Ron Wegener
Kate Smith
Cheryl Lueck
Larry Steckling
Wendy Clark
Linda Larson-Nelson
and those in our hearts.

PRAYERS FOR HOMEBOUND
Those who aren’t able to attend common worship that
they would find comfort knowing that the Lord is with
them. Walt Schutte, Arlene Zimmerman, Madge
Houle, Donna Graves
PRAYERS FOR PROTECTION
For our full-time troops and public servants, for travel,
missionaries, and for peace and protection for families.
David Wright, Johanna Pearce, Emily Melecha, Tucker
Melecha

DARTBALL will start with
its first game on Oct. 1st
against Sanborn Methodist. They could use a few
more players, even if you
have never played before.
Speak with Scott Sapper or
Jerry Frisco if you are interested or have questions.

Concordia University System is requesting names of those in 7th through 12th
grade from each LCMS congregation to introduce
youth to their colleges, universities and seminaries.
The information we send will be confidential and will
be used only for Concordia University System recruitment purposes and LCMS Campus Ministry. We will
only send those who give us permission to include
their name. We would like to receive names by the
end of October. You can email or leave a note in the
office. Introduction letter is on the bulletin board.

DO YOU REMEMBER?
You are in church on a Wednesday night
or Sunday morning. You just sang the
Opening Hymn or the Hymn of the Day,
a song you kind of recognize the tune,
and it was easy to sing. Okay, you put
down the bulletin or hymnal. What did
you say in that hymn? Do you remember? Did you know that hymns are selected (most of the
time) to reflect on the message of the day? Sometimes
the hymn words can be very “to the point” and tells a bit
more of what is being talked about. So next time, while
you are singing, or even just listening, follow the words
more closely to see what they have to say.
If you have a favorite hymn and would like it to be sang
sometime, let the office aware of it. They will try to get
it in sometime, usually as a communion hymn, during
the appropriate church season.
For You For the Forgiveness of Sins
A Higher Things Youth Retreat
When:

October 19-20, 2018

Where:

St. Matthew Lutheran Church—
Almena, WI

Cost:

$50 per person

Contact:

Rev. Preston Paul, St. Matthew LC
715-357-3267
prestonpaul@icloud.com
or Patrick Sturdvant
Higher Things Retreat Coordinator
888-482-6630
retreats@higherthings.org

RSVP
Via online registration at
www.higherthings.org/reats/registrations

Stewardship Thoughts
Are you surprised by “stewardship?” Are we, as a congregation, surprised by “stewardship?” We are surprised when in the fall the church’s
ministries fire up to full speed after a summer lull of vacations and leisure
activities have allowed these ministries to wind down. Sunday School
needs to be staffed, Bible studies need planning, Comfirmation needs to
be taught. We go from dormant to full speed in a matter of weeks.
Stewardship programs are no different. We go from dormant to full speed
and ask “what do we do now?” If the topic is avoided altogether and we
talk about the use of money and finances for the sake of the Kingdom,
the surprise of stewardship catches us. When the resources aren’t there
for ministry and panic sets in - “what do we do now?”
This is avoided when we realize every child of God has been created
and redeemed for stewardship. No one who is in the Lord’s House, the
Lord’s Word and at the Lord’s Table should be surprised at being called
a steward. It is only when this identity is ignored that there is surprise.
The faithful teaching and preaching of the whole councel of God, including stewardship, will not allow for this surprise.
Every baptized child of God is a steward. Age, gender, health, wealth,
ability or any other limitation do not preclude a child of God from being a
steward. This is because everything in creation, including the individual
steward, belongs to God. The steward manages all that belongs to the
Lord to the pleasure of the one who wills it - The Lord.
Intentional teaching and leading of stewardship is a yearlong task. Stewardship can be highlighted in Bible study and Sunday School when the
texts call for it. Calling for faithful stewardship can be done weekly from
the pulpit from lessons in the Lectionary. Board and committee meetings
should be tempered with the idea that stewardship works here as well.
The time to prepare for
stewardship is not in the
spring or fall, but any day
that is called “today.”
LCMS
Newsletter StewardCAST

October 2012

Alice Ellis

We probably best know Andrew Lloyd Weber’s song
“Music of the Night” from The Phantom of the Opera. It
is obvious Weber was not referring to northern Wisconsin
when he wrote this score, but there are some lines that
can be imposed on nighttime in our neck of the woods.
Nighttime sharpens, heightens each sensation:
Have you noticed how sound cuts through the silence of
the night. The other night we heard coyotes yipping. No sleeping when
that music is playing. Or how about when the bear approaches? Penny
reaches for the husky bark and we KNOW it the bear alert. I love it
too when before the first light, I hear that first songbird. It feels holy that one piper is singing the hope of a new day.
Slowly, gently, night unfurls its splendor:
I am fascinated by the beauty of the night sky. Observing a thumb-nail
moon go to half-baked and then become a full-pearly plate. Amazing.
Sometimes we even have the surprise of seeing a shooting star, a comet, northern lights… and so much more. The splendor of our upnorth
nights strikes wonder and praise in my heart.
Close your eyes, let your spirit start to soar:
This line reminds me of the power of prayer. As we lay ourselves down
to sleep and pray the Lord our souls to keep… we soar with His spirit.
We are transported into the presence of Jesus and there is nothing
that we can’t talk over with Him. I remember when a Bible teacher reminded us that falling asleep while praying puts a smile on our Heavenly
Father’s face. Let the music of the night invite us to draw close to the
Creator of the universe. His song plants the song of hope in our hearts.
Hear the music!

PLEASE CONSIDER joining the Quilters’ Group – they
meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month , at 1:00pm,
now through April. You don’t need to know how to sew
or even thread a needle, there are people to guide you
through the process.

LWML Sunday
On October 7th we celebrate LWML Sunday to highlight the work the women of the church do with
their mission projects. The women of Zion will participate by being greeters, handing out bulletins and
serving coffee after the service.
Zion’s LWML is this year supporting LAMP (Lutheran
Association of Missionaries and Pilots) as one of their mission projects. LAMP shares the love of Jesus with the indigenous people in
communities in remote Canada through Christ-centered Bible studies
and outreach projects. If you would also like to contribute, a basket
will be available on the serving table.
Here at Zion we also fill Mite Boxes to support mission projects in
the District and around
the world. We encourage all women of the
congregation to pick
one up (available on
the 1st Sunday and
Wednesday of each
month in the narthex)
and fill them with your
change to contribute to
our mission projects.
LWML meets 4 times a year and is always looking for new members
with new ideas to further our mission.

OCTOBER MONTHLY MISSION
Operation Christmas Child
1.
Find a shoe box
Recycle and use a regular shoe box (you can wrap the outside in Christmas paper also),
A plastic shoe box (you can buy at Walmart), or
A red & green shoe box from church
2. Fill it with items
Suggestions: jump rope, markers, coloring books, soccer
ball w/ pump, nerf balls, sunglasses, chapstick, dolls, cars/trucks, flashlight, hair clips, combs,
hats, band aids, flip flops, playing cards, glow sticks, socks, water bottles, hacky sack, marbles,
play doh, stickers, etc.
3. Tape BOY/GIRL label to top of your shoe box.
Drop it off at church during month of October
Do Not Include
Candy, toothpaste, Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items
such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

Main Street Living - Northland (MSL)

MSL airs each Sunday morning at9:30am on KJR-TV, channel 6. The show provides all key elements of a traditional Lutheran Church –Missouri Synod worship
service: liturgy, Scripture readings and sermon delivered by a local pastor, plus
songs sung by local choir members. Our goal is to deliver a message of hope to
shut-ins, casual viewers and anyone else seeking God’s word who, for whatever
reason , is not attending church on any given Sunday.
This is being sponsored through the Minnesota North District—LCMS. How can we help? First, they ask for our
prayers, second, would our Pastor, church members be willing to participate in this ministry, third, asking for any financial support. The complete letter is posted on the bulletin board.
So if you find yourself home on a Sunday morning and can’t
make it to church, turn on the TV, channel 6, 9:30am and
join in with the service.
October 7th - Pastor Scott Sailer, President of the SD District LCMS
October 14th - Pastor Jeff Walther St. Matthews Esko
“The Gift of Eternal Life”
October 21st Pastor Don Fondow President of MN North District LCMS
”Rest Only God Can Give”
October 28th Pastor Robert Ranck Mount Olive Duluth,
“The Truth Will Set You Free”

Zion Council Minutes: September 24, 2018
The September meeting was called to order by President John Pruss. John opened with a
prayer.
Roll Call: John Pruss-President, Nick Jarvela-Trustees, Alice Ellis-Secretary, Lisa GuskiTreasurer/LFOJ, Darryl Warren-Elder, Lori Landry-Evangelism, Mary Koosman-Financial
Secretary, Chuck Chronis-Stewardship, (Pastor Rick-excused).
April Minutes: Motion of approval by Jarvela. Second by Guski. MMC. (approved in May)
Treasurer’s Report: Will check into electric bill. $1000 Gift (Coats Plus for Kids) to be shifted to Evangelism. Motion to accept report by Warren. Second by Chronis. MMC.
Agenda: Motion to approve with additions by Chronis. Second by Landry. MMC>
Board Reports:
Financial Secretary: Learning new software.
LFOJ: Good enrollment, new guidelines staff attendance, fund-raising at Tractor Supply, Wish-list continues especially for new cubbies.
Trustees: Thunderstorm set off fire alarm, additional boards secured at playground.
Chair rail in Baby room. New church entrance mat: $230.00. Chain line fencing purchased. Church boilers turned on today.
Evangelism: Looking for more volunteers for Coats Plus for Kids project. Sunday
School taking an active role in Coats project. November 4, Church pot-luck and shopping for project after.
Motion to accept reports by Jarvela. Second by Chronis. MMC.
OFFICIAL ACTS:
Baptisms: Remy Lunn Gregerson
09-14-18
Daxton Alexancer Wilcoxson 09-23-18
Cali Raye Wilcoxson
09-23-18
Weddings: Aaron and Amber Esala
09-01-18
Deaths: Aaron Esala 09-05-18 (Funeral: 09=17-18)
Motion to accept official acts by Landry. Second by Guski. MMC.
Old Business:
President Pruss will check into purchase of Children’s Bible to be given to children
baptized.
Sunday School Superintendent: Katie Colgrove will work with Council members to
design job description.
New Business:
Flood cleanup at LFOJ report by Jarvela. Cost was $2700; came from church budget.
Please remove items NOT used… straw bales, pallets removed by Trustees.
Jarvela presented Sexton letter of resignation by Chuck Chronis. Chronis finishes
on Dec. 31 at midnight. Position will be advertised in-house.
Background Checks to support insurance inspection recommendations.
Camp Luther: looking for donations for Capital Fund project.
Elevator: Passed full-load tests. Needs rebuilt main pump. Jarvela reports quote will
come.
2019 Council Positions reviewed: Council will bring at least 5 potential candidates
for November meeting to be voted on in December.
2019 Budget: Committees encouraged to give updated budget needs for 2019.
Lutherans for Life: forwarded to October Agenda
Pastor Appreciation Month: President Pruss will get gift card and present before
service in October.
Motion to adjourn by Chronis. Second by Landry. MMC. Next Council Meeting: October 15,
2018, at 5:30 pm. Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted: Alice J. Ellis

Austin Vyskocil
holding a craft
"Fall for Jesus"

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Sept 9th Rally Day

Sunday School started off with Rally Day Sunday.
We opened with introductions of the Sunday School Teachers:
Michelle Vyskocil grades 4-7 Taylor and Carson subbing.
Jamie and Chad Lipske grades K-3
Pre-school age shared with Kim/Curt Harpster and Renae Bolz
Jodi Truchon will lead as music teacher and lead the morning openings.
Katie Colgrove Sunday School Superintendent.
Crafts, games and refreshments followed.
Sept. 16th was the first Sunday School class. Opened with prayer, offering, "Coats for Kids+
Project" was discussed, and Jodi introduced a new song.
December 16th, will be the children’s Christmas Program during the 9:00am service. Please tell
your child’s teacher now if you will or won’t be here that Sunday or maybe if you don’t quite
know at this moment.

OCTOBER
Servers for
Worship Services

October

Elders

Wed. 3

Scott Thimm

Sun. 7

Randy Spangle
Andy Pruss

Wed. 10

Doug Warren

Sun. 14

Darryl Warren
John Pruss

Wed. 17

Doug Warren

Sun. 21

Andy Pruss Darryl Warren

Wed. 24

Randy Spangle

Sun. 28

John Pruss
Doug Warren

Wed 31

Darryl Warren

Nov. Sun.
4

Andy Pruss
John Pruss

Our Servers for our Worship Service are very important.
We ask that if you are unable to serve on your
designated date, please find someone else to take your
place. We really appreciate your help in this matter!! If
you would like to be added or taken off one of our lists
please contact the office. Greeters and Ushers should
arrive 20 minutes before services start. Thank-you to
all who serve.

Acolytes

Ushers

Greeters

Matthew

Mike Cashman

LWML

Faith

Jerry Frisco

Rick & Sandy Nutt

Adeline

Jim Johnson

Tiffany Darling Gloria/Matt

Lily

Loren Munson

Nick & Jule Jarvela

Daniel

Tim Bauer

Karen Wahl

October
Becky Sapper
682-8867
Paula Pruss 292-1898

PLANNING AHEAD
December’s newsletter will be here
soon and it would be nice if I could
hear from you now, any date(s) you
might be able to serve: Dec. 23
(9am), Dec. 24 (4pm or 7pm), Dec.
25 (9am) Please let me know as
soon as you know which service(s)
you might be attending and wouldn’t
mind filling in. Thanks, Lynn

Mix the following.

PUMPKIN SPICE MIX RECIPE

1/2 cup ground cinnamon
1 tablespoon ground ginger
1 tablespoon ground nutmeg
or mace
 1-½ teaspoons ground cloves
 1-½ teaspoons ground allspice
Make a gift jar and add a tag with these instructions:
“For pumpkin pie, add 1 to 1 ½ teaspoons of spice mix
to your other ingredients.”




OFFICIAL ACTS

Baptisms: Remy Lynn Gregerson
09-14-18
Daxton Alexander Wilcoxson 09-23-18
Cali Raye Wilcoxson
09-23-18
Weddings: Aaron and Amber Esala
09-01-18
Deaths: Aaron Esala 09-05-18 (Funeral: 09-17-18)

SUN

Nov. 4th turn
clocks back
one hour

MON
1

TUES
2

10:00am Bible
Study
LFOJ Chapel
11:00am

WED
3

THURS
4

FRI
5

Confirmation
4-5:30pm

SAT
6
8th grade
confirmation

Worship
6:30pm

Evangelism Mtg.
5:30pm
Dartball vs.
Saron 7:00pm

7

Mite Sunday

8

9

10

11

12

13

18

19

20

Worship 9:00am 10:00am Bible
Study
Sewing Circle Confirmation
LWML Sunday
Altar Guild
1:45-3:15pm
1pm
Bible Study 10:15am 6:00pm
Sunday School
Dartball at Mes10:15am
Worship
siah 7:00pm
LGP Worship 2pm
LFOJ Brd.
6:30pm
(Little Girls Point)

14

15

16

Worship 9:00am

17
No Confirmation

Bible Study 10:15am
Council Mtg.
Sunday School
5:30pm
10:15am

Worship
6:30pm

Winkel

Pastor in
Wausau

Pastor at PALS Sturgeon Bay → → → → → → → →

21

22

Worship 9:00am

10:00am Bible
Study

Bible Study 10:15am
Sunday School
10:15am
Trustees’ Mtg.
10:15am

Dartball vs.
Sanborn
Methodist
7:00pm

28

29

Food Shelf Sunday

Worship 9:00am
Reformation
LFOJ Sunday

10:00am Bible
Study

Bible Study 10:15am Dartball at St.
Sunday School
Anne’s 7:00pm
10:15am

23

24

Confirmation
Sewing Circle 1:45-3:15pm
1pm

Worship
6:30pm

30

31
No Confirmation

Worship
6:30pm

LWML
Newsletter 10:00am
Reports Due

25

26

27

