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We here we are entering the final third of our North Wisconsin summer. As I look back at
the first two months the thought comes to mind; “where did those two months go already?” it also seems like it has been a summer of extremes, extreme heat, extreme wind,
extreme rain, and sometimes it seemed like all three at the same time. But even with all
those extremes it has been, at least for me a very enjoyable summer so far. I have gotten
in my share of golf, I have visited all of our shut ins several times already, and in July I have
had the privilege to conduct worship services at Immanuel Lutheran Church at Little Girls
Point (LGP). It is a wonderful little church and a great group of people that worship there.
And now August looks like a busy month as well, we have VBS starting August 6 going
through the 8th, I have two more Saturdays to help out at LGP, and I have a wedding to
conduct. Now, I don’t want you to get the wrong idea, I am certainly not complaining
about my schedule, nor do I want you to think that I am busier than anyone else. My point
in this is to share a little something, and that something is, that in all our busyness, all our
running around, whether it be at a golf course, at a beach, watching fireworks, or enjoying
time fishing, picnicking or just being part of nature, there is always an opportunity to first,
take in the grandeur and beauty of God’s marvelous creation and thank him for all that he
has provided for us. Secondly, when you are doing all that be ready to share the good
news of the Gospel while you are doing it. It may just be me, but I have had more opportunity to share God’s message of love and salvation this summer than ever before. The
other thing that I have found is that it seems to me that people seem far more interested
in listening, to hearing God’s Word, to asking good questions about what it is all really
about. I don’t know if you have noticed but I believe people are starving for direction, for
meaning, for some kind of understanding, particularly as they see, more and more, that
the world does not have all the answers. All we have to do is be ready to offer and answer
when they question, we have to be like Paul. Paul was in Athens, surrounded by an idolatrous world looking for answers and they invited him to speak. Paul took that opportunity
to tell them about God, he pointed out their statue to the unknown god, and explained to
them about the God, the God who made heaven and earth, the God who also sent His Son
to die for them to save them from their sin and from their lost world. If you would like to
read the account, you can find it in Acts 17:22-34. I highly recommend it.
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The point in all this, as Paul said to his disciple Timothy,
and I say to you: “I charge you in the presence of

God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:2 preach the word; be ready in season and
out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with
complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is
coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate
for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,” (2 Timothy 4:1-3).
Share the message of Christ my friends, the time
is short, I have a note that hangs on my desk that
I received many years ago, it says the following;
“Every person you meet is either spending eternity
with God in Heaven or separated from Him in
Hell.”
As you travel this summer and always, remember,
when is He coming? Soon!
Share the message of salvation.
May the peace of God keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus, Amen
Pastor Rick

Our Prayer Concerns

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
Bob Heggie
Brad Prill
Alice Balmer
Jim Bullis
Patti Louko Berg
Joan Spalding
Lloyd Koosmann
David Palm
Randy Lauer
Marie Carlson
Steve Wahlston
Gail Schielke
Ruth Young
Sheryl Hildebrandt
Rob Wegener

Kevin Heggie
Joni Frisco
Jean Wickman
Johnny Galligan
Mary Bullis
Tim Smith
Ellen Hodgson
Doug Tutor
Barb Bjork
David Kaarre
Ruth Goldman
Eric Kontny
Sandy Fletcher
Tim Fulton
Theresa Koosmann
Mary Helen Bergschneider
Margaret Goodwin Mike Dimich
Crase Family
Crystal Flectcher
Doris Nye
Steve Gilmore
Marty Kaarre
David Janes
Heather Gust
Lou Pearce
And those in our hearts.

PRAYERS FOR HOMEBOUND
Those who aren’t able to attend common worship that
they would find comfort knowing that the Lord is with
them. Walt Schutte, Arlene Zimmerman, Madge Houle,
Donna Graves
PRAYERS FOR PROTECTION
For our full-time troops and public servants, for travel,
missionaries, and for peace and protection for families.
Aaron Esala, David Wright, Johanna Pearce, Emily
Melecha, Tucker Melecha

August 26, 2013

-A. Ellis

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
And return not thither but water the earth,
Making it bring forth and sprout,
Giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater
So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth;
It shall not return to me empty,
But it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
And prosper in the thing for which I sent it. Isaiah 55:10-11
The past few days have been very hot and muggy, we were waiting for relief. So last
night we welcomed the full-blown lightning, the boom of thunder, and the heavy rain. The
first flashes occurred after midnight and the storm lasted until 4:00 a.m. I knew that it had
rained hard, but I was surprised to see in my Dad’s rain gauge that we had 4 inches. What
surprised me even more was when I walked to get the newspaper this morning, there
were no puddles on our driveway. The thirsty land drank the rain storm.
Later in the day I went to check our garden and saw new furrows in the field designed by
the rushing water during the night. Even the high-ground in my flower garden, the golden
-globe stalks were mowed down by the rain. Near the corn patch, the grass was bent in a
neat row. Here and there were obvious clues that we did have 4 heavy-weight inches of
rain in a short time.
Isaiah 55 encourages us to speak God’s word often and abundantly. We just don’t know
what parched lives will be bent and refreshed with His words. For God uses rain and snow
to stir seeds of growth and satisfy the hunger and thirst of those waiting for relief. He
even attaches a generous promise that his purpose and prosperity will be accomplished.
Yes, God’s Word invites us to be active participants in this adventure of faith, and Isaiah’s
reference to earthly events reminds us that we are God’s divine messengers. The cues will
usually not be lightning flashes, or booming thunder; but rather opportunities will arrive,
and stories of faith will be told. This “good news” is for all seasons: rain and snow. Many
are waiting to drink the living water of hope, and eat the daily bread of life. Let us be
ready to tell His story.

Stewardship Thoughts
The stewardship of time is one we are all familiar with. “If there were
just more hours in a day to get done what needs to get done, I don’t
have time to do it, I need more time.” I’m sure you can add more to
the list.
Let’s take moment to reflect. Hymn 733, Verse 5 states, “Time, like an
ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; We fly forgotten as a
dream Dies at the op’ning day.” Time is like moving water, it flows. It
can’t be hoarded. Remove water from a river of flowing water, and the
water removed in a container becomes stagnant, stale and smelly. It no
longer flows. You can’t pull minutes out of a day to save. They’re
gone.
A person is either a good or poor steward of time. It is either black or
white. There can be no gray, no middle ground.
Clocks were made for us, not we for clocks. When we try to cram
more into a twenty four day we become miserable. We are not the
owners of time. God is. We were created to be stewards of God’s creation, including time. Time is a gift from The Lord as much as family
or money, land, skills, and abilities. The baptized and redeemed children of God are stewards of time and all other created gifts from The
Lord so they may accurately and honestly reflect the image of the One
who has given these gifts. This reflection of the image of God comes
in when the steward manages this blessed resource for the glory of
God and the benefit of others.
When an attempt to hoard is made on something that can’t be hoarded
the results are less than desirable. Time used for self-centered purposes still slips away and is lost. Everything the steward is and has is to
be used for the purposes of the Gospel for the sake of those who need
to know what Jesus has done for them. This is the lesson to learn from
the stewardship of time.
LCMS Newsletter StewardCAST

A complete 10page copy of July’s
Newsletter is on
the bulletin board
for your viewing.

Martin Luther’s Small Catechism - when was the last time your looked through your catechism?
One year? Ten years? Forty years?
A review at any time is a good thing and more times the better. It helps us to keep refreshed in our
beliefs and ideals. This will be a monthly addition to the Newsletter. We hope that you will review
and enjoy, and maybe learn something that was forgotten.

2. The Blessings of Baptism
Second
What benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the
devil, and gives eternal
salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.
Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: "Whoever
believes and is baptized
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned" [Mark 16:16].
What great and precious things are given in Baptism?
Baptism
A. works forgiveness of sins;
Acts 2:38 Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins.
Acts 22:16 Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away.
B. rescues from death and the devil;
Rom. 6:3, 5 Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? ... If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.
Gal. 3:27 All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Col. 1:13-14 He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
(Compare Col. 2:11-12.)
gives eternal salvation.
Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.
1 Peter 3:21 This water [of Noah's flood] symbolizes baptism that now saves you also. It
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Titus 3:5 He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
If Christ has already won forgiveness and salvation for us and gives us
all this by grace alone, why do we still need Baptism?
Christ has indeed won full forgiveness and salvation for the whole human race with
His perfect life, suffering, death, and resurrection. He distributes this same
forgiveness in Baptism. (Baptism is a means of grace.)
1 Cor. 6:11 You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
Titus 3:5-7 He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having
been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
.

To whom does Baptism give all these blessings?
Baptism gives these blessings to all who believe God's saving promises.
Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned.
Is it possible for an unbaptized person to be saved?
It is only unbelief that condemns. Faith cannot exist in the heart of a person who
despises and rejects Baptism against better knowledge. But those who believe the
Gospel, yet die before they have opportunity to be baptized are not condemned.
Mark 16:16 Whoever does not believe will be condemned.
Bible narratives: The Pharisees and experts in the Law in unbelief rejected John's baptism
(Luke 7:30). The thief on the cross was saved without Baptism (Luke 23:39-43).
Why are we not to seek a "baptism with the Holy Spirit" in addition to
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism?
Beyond sacramental Baptism we are to seek no other "baptism" because
A. there is no other God-given Baptism today beside the Sacrament of Holy Baptism;
Eph. 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism.
Note: The "instruction about baptisms" (Heb. 6:2) does not mean that there are several
Christian baptisms, but that the one true Baptism must be clearly distinguished from the many
religious washings which were common in the ancient world (see Mark 7:4).
B. the sacrament is not a water-only or a Spirit-only baptism, but a water-and- Spirit Baptism
John 3:5 No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.
Titus 3:5 He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
Note: Matt. 3:11 speaks of baptizing "with water" and "with the Holy Spirit and with fire." The
difference here is not between sacramental Baptism and some sort of "Spirit baptism," but
between the preparatory mission and baptism of John the Baptist and the full, permanent
mission and Baptism of Jesus Christ. While John's baptism also gave the forgiveness of sins,
it was different in that it pointed forward to the redemptive work of the Savior.
C. the special signs granted by the Holy Spirit were not another "baptism," but they proved the
truth and power of the apostles' preaching.
Acts 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied.

LADIES OF ZION
LWML will be resuming its meeting schedule (4
meetings a year) on August 20th at 6:00 PM. We’re
always looking for new faces with great new ideas
for furthering missions here at Zion, in Ashland
and out in the world. Come join us!
If you are unable to attend the meetings, remember you can help by picking up a Mite Box
from the table in the narthex on the first Sunday and Wednesday of the month. Fill with your
donations and place them into the large box on
the table. These monies are sent to District for
mission projects all over the world.

What Was That Number?
This following from the New York Press Association shows
what can happen when a paper tries to set something
straight.
Monday: FOR SALE: R. D. James has a sewing machine for sale. Phone 555-0707 after 7 p.m. and ask for
Mrs. Kelly who lives with him cheap.
Tuesday: We regret having erred in R. D. Jones' ad yesterday. It should have
read: One sewing machine for sale. Cheap. Phone 555-0707 and ask for Mrs.
Kelly who lives with him after 7 p.m.
Wednesday: R. D. Jones has informed us that he has received several annoying telephone calls because of the error we made in his classified ad yesterday. His ad should read as follows: SALE: R. D. Jones has a sewing machine
for sale. Cheap. Phone 555-0707. Ask for Mrs. Kelly who loves him after 7 p.m.
Thursday: NOTICE: I. R. R. Jones, have no sewing machine for sale. Don't
call 555-0707. The telephone has been taken out. I have not been carrying on
with Mrs. Kelly. Until yesterday, she was my housekeeper. She quit.
LABOR DAY RETREAT AT CAMP LUTHER August 31-September 3,
2018
Relax and let Camp Luther plan your next holiday weekend. Enjoy a flexible
and relaxing schedule with your family and other families. Activities include
pontoon rides, kayaking, trail biking, swimming, volleyball, disc golf, Bible
study, campfire devotions and much more. Start a new family tradition this
year!
WOMEN'S RETREAT September 21-23, 2018
This weekend is all about relaxing and refueling with God's Word. Leave the pressures of work,
home, and life behind and join others for a refreshing and renewing weekend. The schedule is
designed to draw you closer to God and to each other through a variety of individual, large group
and small group activities. Activities include Bible Study, Devotions, crafts, walk/bike/canoe in
the beautiful fall weather. Donna Pyle will be our devotion leader for the weekend.
"CREATE YOUR OWN RETREAT" AT CAMP LUTHER Looking for a place to host your next
event? Camp Luther is your destination for year-round retreats, conferences, and gatherings. In
the midst of God's beautiful creation, your group will be treated to comfortable accommodations,
wonderful meals and a helpful staff. Join us soon and you'll come to know why thousands of
people return to Camp Luther year after year. Visit our website at www.campluther.com/
adultfamily/other/create-your-own-retreat for more information.
FALL WORKBEE AT CAMP LUTHER October 19-21, 2018 Bless Camp Luther by helping
us get Camp ready for the winter by participating in our fall Workbee. The weekend is FREE and
camp provides all meals, as well as time for fellowship and devotions. Projects vary, but there is
something for everyone. One-day participants are welcome also.
********************************************************************************
Visit www.campluther.com for more information on these and all other programs.
Camp Luther is a subsidiary ministry of the North Wisconsin District-LCMS.
Our mission is to build up all people in Christ for service and witness in the world.

AUGUST
Servers for
Worship Services

Our Servers for our Worship Service are very important.
We ask that if you are unable to serve on your
designated date, please find someone else to take your
place. We really appreciate your help in this matter!! If
you would like to be added or taken off one of our lists
please contact the office. Greeters and Ushers should
arrive 20 minutes before services start. Thank-you to

USHERS’ SCHEDULE GREETERS’ SCHEDULE
ELDERS’ SCHEDULE
July 29 Andy Pruss
Darryl Warren

Aug. 1 Randy Spangle
Aug. 5 Darryl Warren
John Pruss
Aug. 8 Darryl Warren
Aug. 12 Doug Warren
Andy Pruss
Aug 15 John Pruss
Aug. 19 Scott Thimm
Doug Warren
Aug. 22 Randy Spangle
Aug. 26 Scott Thimm
John Pruss
Aug. 29 Scott Thimm

July 29 Cody Sunie

July 29 Scott & Tami Thimm

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

5 Jim Johnson
12 Brian Klobucher
19 Scott Sapper
26 Todd Vyskocil

Sept. 2 Ron Schwiesow

5 Don & Laurie Moreland
12 Ron & Brenda Schwiesow
19 Wickman Family
26 June Williams

Sept. 2 Lipske Family

August
Kim Westman 682-6571
Lynn Ladd 292-0592
Katie Colgrove 209-2512

Sept. 2 Andy Pruss
Doug Warren
Sept. 5 Randy Spangle

Sunday School Teachers Mtg. - VITAL
Thursday, August 23rd - 5:30pm
We encourage those who taught last
year and those interested in teaching
this year to attend. Pastor will be leading the discussion for the 2018-19 Sunday School year.

Wednesday
August 29th 5:00pm
7th grade Confirmation
parents’ and students’
meeting. Very important!. Please inform
Pastor if you will not be
able to attend.

SECRET PAL REVEAL NIGHT
Tuesday, August 21st
5:30pm
Hugo’s Pizza
Please RSVP to the office by Monday, Aug. 20th (yes or no). Anyone
wanting to join in for this coming
year are welcome to attend too.

Mowing
Schedule

The sign-up
sheet is on the
table next to the
office door.
Sign-up for one
or more times. Make it a family project!
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1

THURS

FRI

SAT

2

3

4

9

10
Pastor
out of
office

11

Worship
6:30pm

5

Mite Sunday

Worship
9:00am
Bible Study
10:15am

6

7

Evangelism Mtg.
5:30pm

8
Worship
with VBS
6:30pm

VBS - Camp Luther Counselors - 8:30am—3pm

12

13

Worship
9:00am
Bible Study
10:15am

19

20

14

15

LFOJ Board
Mtg. 5:30pm

Worship
6:30pm

21

22

Worship
9:00am
Bible Study
10:15am
Trustees’ Mtg.
10:15am

LWML 6:00pm

26

27

Worship
6:30pm
Secret Pal Reveal Night
Hugo’s Pizza
5:30pm

28

29

Food Shelf Sunday

Worship
9:00am
Bible Study
10:15am

7th gr. Confirmation parent
and students
mtg. 5:00pm

Worship
6:30pm

16
17
Pastor out
of office
Newsletter

18

23

25

Reports Due

24

S.S.
Tchrs.
Mtg.
5:30pm
30

31

